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Miiſtreſe T hillyp Darell, 


and Miſtreſſe Fraunces Darell, * 


of the bouſe of Scat ney. 


rr EN WITH MYS ELFE 
„n Vconſidering (my nowne good Si- 


AY Ja poſed minds, in theſe your yohg 
<&Jand tender yeares, I thought it 


l 
Fans from the ſinceritie that is required in a 


Chriftian profeſſour, I gaue for tytle to my 
Booke the counterfeyt Chriſtian, wherein 1 
A. ij. declared 


To hys verie good Siſters 


| Bſters)your vertuous and well diſ- 


I" 1 _—_ F — — 


The Epiille, 


declared the great diforders of this our tyme, 
as allo the wonderfull vertues and puritie of 
lyfe, that glorouily ſhyned among the fictt 
and auncyent profeſſours of Chriſt, whiche 
Booke beyng encrealed to ſome largeneſſe of 
volume, and euen almolt readie to be publy- 
ned vncer the patronage and protection of 
your two names, by yll fauqurd milfortune 
periſhed. Wherwithal ſomching diſcontented 
that both I ſhould thus bee defrawded of the * 
eftet of my long trauayle, and you of that 
 whichſo long and lo earneſtly I ment you. 
With a ſcarſe quiet mind I haſtily began this 
volume, which (bicauſe of the daũgeis of this 
worlde, whereby the ſoule encloſed in the 
barke of ſinfull leſhe wyth great halard paſ- 
ſeth ) I named the Ship of ſafegarde, a Ship 
but rudely furniſhed, and God knowes ſym- 
ply rygged, as the great haſte aud ſmall tyme 
enforced , wanting both ſtrength of tymber 
and comlyneſſe of proporcion, two euydent 
ſignes of an vnſkilfull workeman, Notwith- 
ſtanding howſoeuer it be, I dedicate it vnto 
you as an earneſt token of my good wyll to- 
* wardes you, not doubting but you will fo ac 
cept it, whervnto I had alſo thought to haue 
added (bicauſe I know you delight in Rory » 
Ih the 


T he Epillle_ 
the lyues and actes of dyuers men in the pri- 
matiue Church, whereof | began with one or 
two, but bicauſe they were tedious, and my 
leiſure but little, I left then and proceeded no 
farther. God poure vpon you his plenteous 
bleilyng , graunt you long and proſperous 
yeres on earth, and after your paſſage from 

this vale of wretchedneſſe, euerlaſting 
reſt and ioy in the kingdome of 

Heauen. From Lon- 

don the fourtenth 
of Februa- 
rie. 


Tour louing brother in 
lawe. G. B. 
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10 tid Reader. 


v Ho ſeekes to treade that happie patch 
that leades to perſite bliſſe : 
E faine would finde the certayne way, 
that many wandring miſſe. 
Mu bamith ex ſe aidbud himſelſe, 
to abyde both care and paine : 
And lreke to eonguer eche delight, 
and worldly pleaſure Vain. 
Por a5 the way but narrow 1, 
| T9 that leadeth ſtraight to toy : 
o it all boſet with thorncs, 
| | and briers that anoy. 
I.,n eurie place are ſtubbles andprickes, 
|| that flayes the feeble Feete: 
| And lothſome for the time it ſcemes, 
5 after prooucs moſt ſweete. 
A fearchull hartrefuſeth quite. 
to walle that painefull way : 
© But carefull mindes regarde not pine, 
ſuch pleaſure to aſſ4y. 
It \ Bu wayes before the eyes doth 'E , 
1 1 and view af eurie braine, 
] The tone both narrow Jowre and ſharpe, 
the other ſmooth andpldinc. 
1 * tone dot hafter ſmart and grieſe, 
3 men where God doth mine: 
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To the Reader. 
The other after pleaſures ſweete, 
bringes eucrlaſting paine : 
The tone doth gliſt er in the cyet, 
with faire and pleaſant ground. 
The other lothſome ſeemes and darkes 
and ſcarcely to be found. 
But bardeſt thinges experience tries, 
are often found moſt ſweete: 
And high attempts for valiant hartes, 
' are thought of all moſt meete. 
Thon therefore that doejt minde to ſee : 
the toyes celeſtial : 
And to behold: that happie face, 
that neuer periſbe ſhall 
For ſake this waye that pleaſant us, 
at firſt vnto the eye: 
And 15 a daunger foule and great, 
ſuch flattring pleaſures fiye. 
Tread thou the path that mounteth vp. 
to place where God dotb line: 
And doth for cuerie paine on earth, 
a thauſan d pleaſures gine, 
Such pleaſures as doe farre ſurmount, 
the fading pleaſures here: 
As farre as doth the Sunne excell, 
the Moone in ſbyning clere. 
Faynt not for ame gricfe or paints 
nor neuer wearic be: 
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| Fell may 50 way be paſſed, and G 

bimſelfe ſbill ſuccour thee. 

For Goa doth tyde all thoſe that giue 

4 themſelnes with dll their might, 
To finde hit wayes and courage gi ues 
toall that well doe fight. 
Againſt the ſtattrings of the worlde, 
and fan ſios vaine of minde 

No better Capitaine canſt 2 haue, 
nor guide of better _ 


The Ship of ſafegarde.. : 


He wandꝛing Wight that in the deten in, 
wypth apling Barke doth ons the ha 

No leyſurt hath to gtue him ſelle to eaſe: 
Ae time he findes wherein to pla 15 ſpozt. 
Eche long delay, eche 1 2 doth Him dere, 
Hym uſteth not to lynger in ſuch ſo2t, | 
In nothing ioves, in nothing pleaſure R 
Sauce in the blaſtes of pꝛoſperdus happie Windes. 


His careful bratne is buſicd euermoꝛe, 

In vewpng well his Compaſſe and his Carde | 
And minding ſlül what daungers lpe befoze, N 
What ſwelling ſands, what rocks, what Hanens barde | 
Wpth fkilfall head he ſeekes the ſafeſt ſhoe, |. 
And thetherwarde doth ſaple with good regarde, 6 
Bꝛings home his Bark thꝛough ſtozms x tepelts great 
To happie pozt and long deſired ſcat. 


The vnſkilfull head, and rechcletſe pdle minde, 
Contraricwiſe doth giue himſeike to reſt, 

Not fearing Kozmes noz boyſtrous blaſts of wind e, 
But in the middeſt of daungers feareth teaſt 

And thinkes the Hauen happily to finde, 

When ſtoꝛmes are paſt, and tempeſts cleertiy ceaſt, 
Thus gupded enill his yp on rocks doth kalt, 

And caſtes awape both frayght and ſoole and all. 


Euen lo the will and kanſie vapne of man. 

That thꝛough this wozlide his patnefutt paſlage makes, 
Who ought to ſeeke by all themeancs he can 
Thꝛough daungers deepe, and lotyſome lowzing lakes, 
That happie pozt foꝛ which his courſc began, 
Foz which eche carefull minde his trauatie rakes, | 
In thouſand harmes and thouſand daun erg pzeit, 
Do giue hunſelfe to careieſſe caſe and reſt, 


B.. Regarding 


an: 


- — - - 


1 


58 


— -w — 
— 4 _— —_— — 1 * 0 
3 < 


wt Fx 4 -- 


WW 


Ho 


T he ſhip of ſafegard. 
ing not the haſard of himſeife, 
taking heede his fleſhip fopſt to guide, 


Full fraught with ſin, and care of wozidly pelke, 
Makes na account of wether, winde oz tide, 


But blindlip ſtrikes Himſelke on euerie ſhelfe, 


And in the flouds of miſchieke wanders wide, 
Till on the rocks he deſperatelp doth light, 
And loſeth all foz lacke of guiding right. 


F Within the ſeas of fonde affection blinde, 


That thzough the wozld in euerie place doth flowe, 
Sayles eucrie Wight that liueth here by Kinde. 
And runnes the race that fancie fozth doth blowe, 
Ind kepes the courſe that pleaſeth beſt his minde, 


+. With ſayples full thwackt with winde and luſtie ſhorve, 


But of ten thouſand that thus doc bzauely fleete, 


Scarſe ten at length doe with the Hauen mecte. 


The Hauen faire I meane of per fite iope, 

Where chiefelt pleaſure hath hir biding place, 
Where iope ſurmounts, where grieke can not anope, 
Where lines the king of euerlaſting grace. 

That well rewardes eche minde that doth emplope 
Them ſelfc in trauaile to attame that place: 

And doth condemne to euerlaſſ ing paine, 


Al thoſe that him fozſake foz pleaſures vaine. 


The ſeas be rough, the paſſage full of paine, 


The daungers great, the iournep large and long, 


The Pilots pU, the Coaſt is nothing plame, 
The fo2ce but weake, the enimies ſtout and ſtrong, 


The lets a number that labour to detaine, 


And flattring ſhowes that leades the maiſter wong, 


Cye ſreites of Marrocke are not halle ſo pil, 
Ne race ol Bꝛitame, ne Charybdis,noz Secpli, 
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Siue me thy 


The ſhip of ſafevard, 'Y 


Wherefoze in vaine we ſtrine without a guide, 
To paſſe theſe ſeas where thouland daungers bec, | 
with rocks and ſhelnes beſet on euerie ſide, 174 
Where nought but death the fearcfnll epe can ſee, 
Now fozced with windes, now dziuen backe with tides 
Nied2ownd with cares, and bet with miſerie,. - 
Amaſed with miſts, and wandzing without light; 
Except we finde the heipe of holp ſpꝛite. 


Which ſpirite that ii our tourney we may haue, 
With humble hart and earneſt pꝛaper made, 
with knees bowed downe, his ayde here let vs crane, 
S _or he vouchſafe to teach vs plaine the trade 
ſapling „ from all daungers ſaue 

Dp imple ſoules, that though theſe ſeas muſt abt, | 
with ſtedfaſt fayth to him thus let vs pray, 

That he map guide vs thzough this doubtfuli wap. 
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O ſacred ſpirite that ail things well doeſt gude, 
Ind bꝛingeſt eche good thought to his delire, 
And ſufferef not no erroz to abide, - 
Whereas it likes 5 koꝛ to infpire* 1. 
That doeſt umble hart pzoutde; 
And ſheweſt the rn with thy celeſtiall 1 
Powze downe thy grace, direct inp feeble hand 
That I map ſhew where perñte bliſſe doth and, 


| By thee wo map be fire the way to finde, 


That icadeth ſtraight to perfite iop and bliſſc⸗ 
Wy thee we ſhunne tho rocks and daungers blinde. 


That makes vs oft the Hauen faire to mile, 


Thou onlpe art the ſtarre that guideſt the minds 
Unto the place where perfitc pi:aſurc ts. 
t, caſt downe thy brames from ns 
ow Which Way r 2 wn > 7 
9. * 
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The ſhip of. ſafegard., 


Che wꝛetched ſeas of wozldlp pleaſures vaine, 
1 Eye —— and the harmes that comes therebp, 
1 e flatteri 
The noylome luſts, and fancies there that lie, 
That cauſers are of euerlaſting paine, 
And caſts away the ſoules that trauaile by: 
Iwill declare. and eke which wap to runne, 
What courle to keepe, what daungers foz to ſhunne. 


within thele ſeas, when firft we enter in, 
Wehen firſt to winde our ſaples committed bee, 
. * whenpleaſantly on calmed ſtreames we ſwim, 
A mightie rocke lo ſtreight ar hand we lee 
Ok maſſie Gold, all decked and garnilht trim, 
. doth allure the eye of eche degree, 
The compaſſe great with cozners out doth hte, 
The heigth whereof doth reach the ftarrie ſkie. 
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A I ſtately rocke beſet with Diamondes faire, 
And pouldzed round about with HKubles red, 
Where Emralds greene doo glifter in the aire, 
with Mantell biew of Saphyzes ouer ſpzed ; 
Where wants no ſtone that nature can repaire, 
' Nopearle of pꝛice noꝛ Jewell poliſhed. 
Another heauen foz the time it ſeemes. 

And oft foz heauen fooliſh men it deemes. 


With ſwelling lands it lies encom paſt round, 
And many a ragged reach it ſendeth out, | 

\ wherebp full many a thouſand haue bene dzownd, 
Fet neuer ceaſe they f92 to ſaue about, 

| ö — gaſing ſtill vpon this goꝛgeous ground, 
Appꝛoching neerer not hauing any doubt, 
Tull on the ſands with haſtie courle they ſlide, 
And loſe themſelucs von this piert ot pꝛide, 


Fre 


ſhowes, that trouble moſt the bzapne, 


Theſhip of ſafegard 


No greater daunger ſhalt thou lightly finde, 

That moze miſhap and miſchiefe moze doth make, 
Than this, that pluckes away the ſaplers minde; - 
And cauſcth him contrarie courle to take. | 

Who foꝛward puft with foude vainglozious winde, 
His pcrfite way doth vtterly fozſake, | 
Till on the ſands his Reale here happes to knocke, 
And daſheth all a ſunder on this rocke. * 


A wꝛetrched rocke that mounting to the ſkie, 
(Contenting not himſeife with earthlp ſpople) % 
Once onerthzew the Angels ſitting hie, I 
And cait them headlong from their happp ſople - 
To darkeſt place where wapling now they lie, * 
With griefe aſhamed ot / ſo great a fople. | ; 
The chiefs eſtates aud pꝛinces here below, 
Hane eke good cauſe this daungerons place to now. 


The raging wanes doth belching bpward cat 
The wꝛetched w2ackes that round about doe fleet, 
The ſilken ſaples and gliſtering golden Maſt, 

Lies all to tozne and troden bnder feete. 

The witleſſe thzong of women ſwarming faſt, 

Like Parrats pied in garments karre vnmeete, 

With ſcarfes and fethers like to ſouldiers dꝛeſt, 

with painted heare and ſhameleſſe bared bteſt. 


A monſtrous ſoꝛt of men there ſhalt thou ſce, 

Not men, but deutts ſure that beare the face 

:Df men, that neuet can contented bee 

| With comp garments meete, but (vopde of grace} 
Foꝛgetting qui auncient olde degree, 

To women channged, their manly ſhapcs de face 

With lender Waſtes, as Maydens molt doe vſe. ; 

And friled eng "i 7 * 
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That ſhould hi he 0 eel 
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iy The ſhip of. ſafegard, 
fo 


With countnance cop, and foꝛbrab fozced hie. 
And ſtaring top as lately fraped with ſpꝛites, 


In rich attire, to feede the gaſers tie, 

That cuermoze in gliſtring ſhow delights, 

ſoʒt of beaſts, whoſe chiefeſt iop doth lie, 

n decking vp themſelues foz wondzing lights, 

In yelow, red, and Purple to be ſcene, 

ometimes like fooles in gowncs of gawby greens, 
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As painted tombes that ſtinch and falth containe, 
And Arras faire that rotten wals Þoth hide, 

So doe thele fooles, with all their garments vaine, 
And frech attire dꝛeſt pp in pompe and pꝛide, 
Niought eiſe but beaſtip mindes and doltiſh bzaine, 
Faire couered, keepe which filthic elſe were ſpide, 
Po vnderncath their garments gliſtering bzaue, 


Vieg mindes cozrupt as rotten bones in graue. 


* 484 


2 


* 
2 


XK. 


A finfull fozt that holy ſpend their life, 

In ſetting out their ſtinkingcarcaſſe hero, 
who night and dape doe palle with care and ſtrife, 
In ſtudying how they faireſt may appeare, 

And wearie ſoone of faſhions vide and rike, 
Diſguiſe themſelues in newe dilguiſed geare, 

As not conſiſting of their pzoper minde, 

Ent chaunging ſtill as chaunged things they linde. 


Flis thou this vockt and (ah good heede thereto, 
Foz who ſo keepes this dꝛeadfull dat dus Wap, 
Shall run the race that him ſhall quite vndo, 
And miſſe the marke by ſayling thus 1 


. - 
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T he ſhip of Jafegard. 
Foz who ſo once vpon the ſame doth fall, 
Foꝛgetteth God, fozgets his owne eſtate, 

Ok good oz vertue makes no count at all, 

So he map line aloft without a mate, 

Ind fo; to attaine a little giozie ſmall, 

He nought eſtcemes of mightie Joue the hate, 
Who of ail other ſozts can wozlt abide, 

Such kinde of men as molt delights in pꝛide, 


But to auoyde this rocke and haſard great, 
Strike thor: thy ſaples and beare thy countnance low, 
Shun ſumptuous ſhew, regard not L ozdiy ſeat, | 
Noz to be knowne, ſeeke rather God to know, 
who being Loꝛd and pzince of glozp great 
Came downe from hie, and liued on earth below 
In pooꝛe attire and ſimpls ſhow beſide, 

To teache vs men foz to beware of pʒide. 


Remember ſtill how that the loftie minde 


That in this woꝛld doth ſerke to gliſter ſo, 
Blowne on this rocke bp fonde vainglozious winde, 


Fall headlong downeto enerlaſting wo, we 


Where no releaſe of tozments ſhall he finde, 
But as he wont in colours bzight to go, 
So bꝛight in flames of fires ſhall hs blaſe, 
who flamed afoze foz tuerie epe to gale. 
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What follie then is it to 
On fading ſmobes,and lole 
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We lowly minded, of meeke and humble cheare, 


Thinke glozp vnmeete foz men of baſe degree, 

| Since God foꝛ pꝛide with Angels would not beare, 
Be well aſfured he will not beare it in thee, 

To late thou ſhait repent, when thou ſhalt fee, 
The ſober ſozt moſt ſimplp clothed heare 

with gliſtriug robes amongſt the Angels hie, 

Ind thou thy ſelke with Deulls low to lie, 


The grieke beſide is great of tronbled minde, 


That in this Woꝛid they often time tuſtame: 
As wantof Wealth that ſtops their fancies blinde, 
whereby they fare like Tantalns in 
* euerie piace men coſtip clad they finde, 
nd they themſelues can not therete attaine, 
Sometime Bilcaſcs loze doth them deface, 
| Then farewell iop a ground is ali their grace. 


The Chꝛiſtall Glaſſe wheretn they wont to pꝛie 
With iopfull hart, to ſee their veautie cleaxe, 
Siues out a ſhape vnpleafant to the eie. 
Wyhtreas their crabbed countnaunce doth appeare, 
' Fil frct with holes, where Pockes of late did he, 

; Downe falles the viſace then with heante cheare, 
Ind mourning tho, from thence apace they goe, 
As men amaſed with ſome ſodeine woe. 


The pleaſant fame foꝛ euer now is gone, 
That wonted was their eares foz to delight, 
Ok marke hun well, io pender go 
In whom hath Nature ſought to ſhew i Hip might, 
A comlicr creature pou can not look | 

+ Of better fauour oz franted in detter phiabt, 


, Now no ſuch ſounde but ſcoznde on eurie fade, 


While echt one ſapth brholds ths ende ol pzids, 


They- 
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T he ſhip of ſafegard. A 


Therfoze take hecde that in theſe ſeas doſt ſayle, 
Let not this vaine delight deceine thy minde, . 
But rather ſtriue againſt it to pzenaple, 
Ind ſeeke the chanet! of lowlpneſſe to finde, .; og 
which when thou ebm no tempeſt can thee quaple, - 
are no ftozme noꝛ chaunging Winde, 
| Fox there is harbzow ſafe foz euric Wight, 
| That in this happy Chanell haps to light. 


This daunger paſt, and left aloofe behinde, 
Bekoꝛe thine eyes doth ſtraight againe apprare, 
A ſowle defoꝛmed pile and haſard blinde, 

That caſtes awaye all ſuch as trauaile neare, 

A tothfome rocke and hurtfull to the minde, 

All ouergrowne with moſſe and ruſtie geare, 
Defozmed to the epe, pet doth allure 

Df earthly men the earthp mindes vnpure. 


A daungerous place that numbers doth deftroy, 
Of ſuch as carciefſe are of ſaphng right, 
Whole bzutilh mindes haue yn no other top 
Then on the dꝛoſſe of earth to ſet delight, 
This miſchiefe great doth baſeſt mindes anoy, 
And neuer hurts the hawrie heaucnip ſpꝛite, 
But greedy mindes and ſuch as are not wiſe, 
This lothſoine place is called Juarice. 


A number great of wzackes here ſhalt thou ſee, N 
That thicke in thouſands about ou place doe ſiparme, | 
Foz to beware of his — hare, 
0z to a | 

Noz to Elchew this pꝛeſent icoperdie, 

Suttyſed no woꝛds their Gractleſſe mindes to charme, 
Noz no aduife could cauſe — x 
Fl on this ae wilfullp doe light. 
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T be ſhip of Jafegard. 


with countnance pale and wan thou ſhalt bcholde 
Their carcaſſe quite conſumed vnto nought, 
Their weariſh limmes with cares congealed colds, 
Their bloud dꝛied vp with fozow and with thought, 
Iba feeble fingars ſtill clalping in of golde. 

eſire whereof to them this milchicfe bzought, 
Banged round about with bags on euerie ſide, 
he poyſe wh:rcok doth cauſe them there to bide. 


Upon the ſands great Caſkets heaped lie, 
And Cofers (tuft with euerie kinde of copns, 
Scraped vp by fraude and filthy vſurie, 


Now here. now there, whereſocuer they could purlopne, 


By foꝛce, by frande,oz any villanie, 

Af rich, of pooze,of Cour tier oz of Tlopne, 
Thep wep not where noz how they doe it get, 
Foz all is fiſh with them that comes to net. 


A filthie minde that trauailes to no ende, 
But foz to pleaſe the ſtill deſiring eye, 
Eſtcemes no paine,regardes n23 foe noz frende, 
Delpes not himleife,noz no man elſe thereby, 
n ſparing, ioyes,and pineth ifhe ſpende, 
g neuer good vntill the time he die, 
which time he pleaſures many with his hoozd, 
As doth the S wine when as he comes to boozd, 


A bzutiſh ſoꝛt that neuer can reiopce 

Whyle here they line, koꝛ carke, foz fcave oz tople, 

Still dꝛeaming that they heart the dzeadfull voyce 

Df thieke at hand, or ſouldier them to ſpople, 

Oꝛ ſodeine death that makes of thein no chopſe, 
But takes them hence amid their moſt turmoplo, 

And rakes them vp in earth encloſed deepe 


Where voyde of game and 


kept fo paint they loops 


ihne 


The ſhip of ſafegard. 


What p2ofites them their heapes of riches great, 

Foz which aline they tooke ſuch care and pame, 

Okt wanting fleepe, fozbearing often meat, 

with greedie minde to encreaſe their treaſure vaine, 
When lothlome wozmes their carcaſſe vile ſhall eat, 
32 Fiendes conuap their ſoules to Plutocs raigne, 

| Kungdowneto hell with Curſings of the pooze/, 
whole wines and childzen lie weeping without dooze. 


what helpes the cith that doth not ſerue the needs - 
What good doth Golde that doth but feede the eie? 
What gaine but griete haue they foz all their neede 2 by. 
That labour here foz moncp till they die, 1 
wb ich long kept in is ſpent at length with ſprede, Py 
Perhaps of him that was the enimie, 3 
A goodip thing to pine foz riches fo, _ 
And know not who ſhall haue them when we go. = 


O Ww2etched beaſts, that neuer haue no ende, | ) | 


Ok this pour vile and couetous deſire, KW 
why ſpars pou thus 


s that other folkes ſhall ſpende 7 i 
you toyle and mople like Bayard in the mire, 1 
your ſcines to grape befoze your time you ſende, 2 

And ſo from thence $0 encrlaſting fire, 1% 
Where por ſhall finde the fruites of all pour gaine, + 
In bzoyling flames and neuer ceaſſing paine. (88 


The pooze oppꝛeſt whom in this wozid you polde, 5 1 
ren ſee to gliſter in the ſkie, 8 | * 
And call and bal] to them foz water colde, | 
To cools pour heate in tozments where you lis, | 
— in vaine, fp; this you haue bene tolde, 3 
By him that pꝛeached with Laſarus from hie, | 
And ſince you would not by others harmes take herde, 


Plame no man tho in like ſort if you ſpeeds, 5 
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And euerie ee. 


T he ſhip of ſafezard. 
God hath himſelfe dectared to you befoze, 
That euen as low rich men to heauen fie, 
And enter in as hardly at the doꝛe, 
As doth the Camell paſſe a Needles cie. 
Your burden great extoꝛted from the pooze, 
Doth keepe pou downe, vou can not mount ſo hie, 
The path is narrow, the gates are very ſtraight, 
Fou can not enter with ſo great a waight. 


your factozs lie not there to aunſwere pon, 
Four bill of debt, noꝛ no ſuch other geare, 


' Noz by exchaunge you can haue nothing due, 


your double vſance is but ſingle there, 

The trade ts chaunged, che wond is altered new, 
your toplie foz gaine th all purchace domeip cheare, 
your ten in hundzeds will ſcarceip then ameunt, 


when foꝛ pour dealings pou ſhali be callde to rount, 


2 thouſand actions ſhalbe entred there, 
Againſt pou foz your fraude and vlurie, 

And L avyer none ſhall ſhew his face foz feare, 
Though pou retaine him with his double fee, 
Leaſt that in pleading it plainlp doth appeare, 
His Clients cauſe and his faz to agree, 
The Judge is wile, and eaſly can eſpie 
If fault oz fraude doe vnder colours lie. 


with quaking hart atbarrethen halt N 
without aduice oz anp other aide, 

Bie holding vp thy giltie gilted ed hande, ee 

Foz feare of ſentence — f we. 

Thy whole accompt 


d euerie pennie 
at vnto Thee fo res purpoſe 72 9 
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The ſbipof ſafegard. 


Therfoze who ſapleth vers this lothſome place, 
Fall off betimes and keepe another wap, 
Haue in thy minde the Bauen faire of grace, 
And krom thy Compaſſe go not much aſtray, 
Beholde thy Carde and keepe a perfite race, 
Ind in ſuch daungers make no long delay, 

No ancours here beware that thou doe caſt, 
Foz ſhip and all will ſoone helayde vp faſt. 


If thadthe burden that thou bearſt be great, 

T aſt ouer bozde both bags and baggage quite, 

Let neuer Golde thee of thy ioy defeat, 

Safe ſhalt thou ſaple and better tranaile light, 
Than ouerladen to loſe the happie ſeate, 

And neuer finde the gozgeous Hauen bztght, 

Ok reſt and bliſſe. where free and frankeft mindes 
Doe ſhzowde their ſhips eſcapde from greedy dindes. 


Well mayſt thou emplope the riches here thou haſt, 
Ind pleaſe the king and Lozde of glozie hie, 
k that thou makſt of them no wanton waſte, 
Ze ſcrapeſt them vp in Coſters cloſe to lie, | 
But layſt them where they may be ſafeſt plaſt, 
pon the pooꝛe that line in miſerte, 
Und vpon ſuch as comtoztieſſe remaine, 
This is the beſt and ſureſt kinde of gaine. 


J ow goodly a thing is it foꝛ to relieue 
Thaffiicted caſe of men with neede oppꝛeſt. 
hom datip cares and troubled minde doth grieue, 
That ſcarſc can finde an houre of quiet reſt, 
o hilſt thou haſt thouſands hanging on thy ſlecue, 

nd ſpendſt thy dayes with welth and picaſure bleſt. 

emember well, that richeſſe are but lent, 
nd nothing ours but that which well is ſpent, 
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| Thebpofſifgad 
Andther miſchieke in the wape doth ſtand, 
with 1 and vile defozined ſight, 


1/ @Encompa 

That ſroallowes vp all ſuch as thereon light, 

Foule ſwarmes of ſorpents ctawle on euerie hand, 

> Þ With gaſtly teeth and ſtings embzued with ſpite, 
7 Whole hiſſing tongues doe pelde a filthte rfople, 

A lothſome lound, a moſt vnpleaſant vopce. 


5 i Atout this rocke in eutrit place they crall, 
1 And ſhak+ their fongues at them that trauaile by, 


" ! . Whom cnutous windes doth cauſe with them to fall, 


And ſpite coin pelles to run their courſe awzie, 
Moſt wzetched guides to guide a Barke Withall, 
And moſt vnmeete ſuch daungetous ſeas to trie, 
Who neuerceaſſe till all be ouerthꝛowne, | 
Till Fopſt and fraight be vnder ſurges blowne. 


Here poyſned vapoꝛs continually doe rife, 
And pelling nopſe and hatefuti crie is hard, 
The helliſh cloudes ſo dafe the ſaplers eies, 
That ſcarce he ſees his Compaſle oz his Card, 
Except heſkilfull be and verie wilc, 

And of his courſe haue alwapes good regard, 
And caſt about to meete ſome better winde. 


That may him bꝛing vnto his pozt afſignde. 


Che tide is ſtrong that runneth thereadout, 
The Wwcather great that beatcs vpon the colt, 
The holde to weake to think to rid it out. 
whereby full many at ancour haus bene ſoſt, 
That thought it ſate and made therok no dout, 
And periſhed where as t hey truſted moſt, 
This harmtull place Detrattion hath to name, 
An auncient enmy to the Barke of fame. 


und with quicke and quiuering ſand, 


Their filth and ſtinch, and all things foule araye. 


T he ſhipof ſafegard. 

Upon this rocke as loſt and caſt awape, 

All thoſe whoſe tongues delight in vll repozt, 

And make of ſlaunders but a Rinde of plape, 
wherewith themſe lues moſt ſpitelully they ſrozt, 
Defacing quite by all the meanes thep maye 

Both namc and fame of eucrie kinde offoze, 

Still charging them with this thing and with that, 


And oktentimes thep wote not Weil with what. 


Ok euerie man their tongue muſt run at large, 


Nought can be ſapde but muſt their iudgement paſſe, 


Their oares muſt be a board in euerie barge, 

With eche mans life they melt, and pet (alaſſe ) 
Their owne is woꝛſt, whereofthep take no charge, 
Their ownc d:fo2inities they view not in the glaſſe, 
But looke in others what they finde amiſſe, 
Apace at that with hate kull tongue they hiſſe. 


whatſoeucr they ſce, oꝛ whatſocner they heare, 
Thep make much Woꝛſe than it was ſapde oz ment, 
Their cancred tongues ſo ſpitefull doe appeare, 
That ſtill to pil they chaunge the good intent, 

And make it darke that of it ſelfe was clearc, 
Bicauſe it doth not their momiſh mindes content, 
what likes them not muſt ſtreight diſpꝛaiſed bee, 
Their epes be dim, they can no vertue ſes. 


The vertuouſt man that can be found alyue, 
Can not efcape their fpitefull popſned tong, 
Though that by all the meanes he can, he u riue, 
With vertuous life ts ceaſe the rumoz ſpzong, 
No vertuons act theſe waſpes away can dziue, 
But Harpplike they file all with their dung, 

On euerie tablc,on euerie place they lape 


Moſt 


| 
| 


I Theſhpofſafegard. 


Moſt lothſome fowles that haue no other food, 
* But fcede vpon the fame of eurie man, 
2 filthie race, a curſed beaſtiy bꝛood. 
who while themſeines no kinde of vertue can, 
Fet in their fond and franticke furtous mood, 

They others ſpople of vertuous fame, and whan 
They lec that any ſeeke to line vp2ight, | 

Their enmous harts are like ro bzeake with ſpite, 

| 

| 
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This wꝛetched ſoꝛt haue ſwarmed eucrmoze, 

And haue continued ſince the wozld was made, 
Encrcaſing ſtill with poyſon kept in ſtoze, 

Haue neuer ccaled their fozmer curſed trade. 

The godiiclt men in ages here befoze, 

C ould neuer cauſe this graceleſſe ſoꝛt to fade, 

Doe what thep could, they could not ſcape the ſting 

Df ſlaunderous tongues that mo: e and moze did ſpzing. 


- - _— — * _- 


Good Moyſes olde, whoſe meckc and vertuous ſpzite, 
Deſerued well of eurie kinde of man, 

Kedzefſing wꝛong and alwayes furchzing right, 

Df whom a fame th2ough all the wozld out ran, 

In whom thatmightie Loꝛd tooke great delight, 
And patterne firſt of p2incely power began, 

Could not eſcape this cancred curriſh ſoʒt. 

That tcvnd his fame with lewde and ul repozt. 


Repozting that he wꝛought by ſozcerie, 
Such wonders great as at that tune they ſawe, 
And that he gouernde all by ty:anme, 
Miſvſing men without ail right oz lawe, 
ppzeſſing pooze men with extremitie. 

And better la to keepe them vnder awe, 
nuented eke a fond religion vaine, 
Deuiſed ond by his ſuttie braine. 


„„ „ K 1 * 


. "==7 


gw — 
— 


TORTS 


( 
1 
| 
n 


—_ 


4 
10 


— 


The ſhip of ſafegard, 


e righteous Job that perfite was and inſt, 
In whom the deuill himſeife no fault could finds, 
That ſerued God with earneſt faith and truſt, 
Obe dient alwapes to his ſacred minde, 
Deſpiſed the woꝛld, deſpiſed all fleſhlp luſt, 
And neuer peelded to affection blinde, 


Let leit the tongue and ſting of ſlaunderous fame, 


That found in him things wozthy till of blame. 


The holye pꝛophetes that liued long agoe, 

Like Gods on earth with vertue ſhining bzight, 
who planted vertue where vice befoze did floe, 
And on the heauens ſet their whole delight, 

In teaching men the right way here to goe, 
were oft rcuilde with great repꝛoche and ſpite, 
And counted were ſeditious men and nought, 
And ſuch as all things out of oꝛder bought. 


That made the heauie hart foz to retopce, 
And caſt awap their dolefull countnance ſad, 
Reuiued with his healthfull heauenlp voyce, 
While as he pꝛeached with ſkinnes of Camell clad, 
And bꝛought them there of heauen happie choyle, 
This curſed ſozt that all things wzong doe w2elt, 
Repoztcth that the deuill him poſſeſt. 


The almightie Loꝛd that downe from heauen hie, 
Amongſt vs came to ſaue ſuch as were loſt, 
In whome no ſinne noz kinde of vice did lie, 
All fuil of grace and of the holp ghoſt, 
Belieued all that vnto him did crie, 
And healed the ſicke and ſoze in cucrie coſt, 
Foz all his vertue, fo2 all his ſtate deuine, 
wag called a glutton, a dzinker —_ in wine. 

| | J. 
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That happy meſſenger that bought the tidings glad, 
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Theſhip of ſafegard. 


What ſhould J call to minde the lewde repoꝛt, 

His good diſciples gat foz all their paine, 

The infamies that toucht that ſacred ſozt, 
That gaue their lines to encreaſc the heaucnly raigne, 
Who made of craell tozments but a ſpoꝛt, 

And laught to ſcoꝛne the Heatheniſh folites vaine, 
The ſlaundꝛous tongues pet blaſed in euerie place, 
How thep ne had religion, God, noz grace. 


What ſhould J tell the cancred carliſh ſpite 
Shewed openlp at this ſame pꝛeſent dape, 

Ok ſuch as boaſt in Gods behalfe to Wiite, 

Whoſe diueliſh tongues their helliſh harts bew2ape, 
With blaſphemies the heauens hie they (mite, 

Ind open mouthed with woluiſh vopce they bzape, 
Chaift neuer taught no ſuch vncourtcous ſtile, 

Ne ſeemes a Chꝛiſtian ſuch lothſome language vile. 


His ſpꝛite was meeke, his talke was alwayes milde, 
with woꝛdes of comfozt euermoꝛe he ſpake, 

All bitter ſpeach from him was quite exilds, 

Wherefoze he bad all his cxample take, 

Ind theretage he that thinks to be the childe 

Ok God, pili tongue muſt vtterly fozlake, 
Uncourtcons ſpeach, of heauen doth not ſmelt, 

Nay rather ſtinketh of the pit of hell. 


The Fiends that low beneath in Limbo lie, 
Condemned to perpetuall paine and ſhame, 
This churliſh ſpeach doe vſe continuallie, 
And barke and banle at enerie vertuous name, 
Their heiliſh thzotes with hatcfuil noyſe doe crie, 
Ind fill accuſe the ſaintes of God with blame, 
Walebouche their maiſter doth them euer teache, 
With curled ſpeach and poylned tongue to pꝛeache. 
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T he ſhip of Jafegard. 


Foz ſlaunder there is counted vertue great, 
In hatefull wozds they moſt of all delight, 
Foule Jnfamie hath there the chiefeſt ſeate, 
Acompanied with malice and with ſpite; 
Who dꝛops of enuie continually doe ſweate, 
With hatefull ſhow and fonle plkauozed ſight, 
Repining (till at all men that doe Well, 

And fearing God, doe ſhun the pit of hell. 


" _ _—_ —< _z”©” ww oor” ww _— a 


But thou that ſeekeſt the happie heauenly ſeate, 
Reepe not this courſe but well thcrof beware, 
With ſpitekull tongue doe thou no man intreate, 
Of others faults haue neuer to much care, 

But of thine owne that liueſt in daungers great, 
Such tople1s much and well thou mayſt it ſpare, 
Df others faults what needſt thou babble ſo, 
when thou thy ſeiſe haſt vices many mo. 


Let no mans life by thee defaced bee, 

Take not awaye that thou canſt not reſtoꝛe, 

And looke what fauits in others thou doeſt ſee, 
Take heede that in thy ſeife it be not moze, 

Repoꝛt not pil, ſpeake well of cche degree, 
Encreaſe not griefe,but rather ſalue the ſoze, 

Good wooꝛdes of all inen gapneth laude and p:ayle, 
Where as pll tongues are counted caſtawapes. 


The gentle minde doth plainly repꝛeſent, 

A liueip fozme of God himſeife on hie, 

Whole gracious will to goodne ſſe alwayes bent 

Delightes in myldeneſſe and in clemencie, 

Who chiefly framed man foz that intent, 

To beare ſome ſhowe of ſacred maieſtie, 

But curſed ſpeach this picture out doth race, 

Ind ſetteth vp the deuill in the place. 
C. ij. Juoyde 
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1 And Barkes and Boates that all to bzoken bes, 


F And tumbled out thereon, 


| | Thatſpzawling lie vpon this 
| . With piteons looke and unilorable face. . 


Auopde this daunger, and further from it flie, 
Let — ſuch miſchieke thy deſtruction bee, 
Foz feare of loſing all, ſaple not to nie, 


\. Theloſle is great, ſome ſafer ſhoze goe ſee, 
where as at ancoꝛ thou mapſt ſafeip lie, 


And reſt, leaſt to much trauaile wearie thee, 
In daungers great we map not run at length, 
But reſt a while to gather farther ſtrength. 


Maopſe vp thy ſaples, and giue them to the winde, 
Theſe daungers paſt, the fewer do remaine, 


Take courage good, and ſhew thy valiant minde, 


And wep that pleaſure followes after paine, 


As after troubles quiet reſt we finde, 

That farre ſurmounts our toples and trauailes vaine, 
421 who ſo ſhzinkes with painfull things to ne 
karre vnwozthy foz to taſte the ſweete. 


Sayle on thy courſe, and caſt a caretull eie, 
About thy ſeife within theſe ſeas ſo toſt, 
Ind euer marke what perils nere doe lie, 
Leaſt that thy negligence thee dearly coſt, 


And ſounding ſure, the hurtfull places trie, 


on the which haue thouſand ſoules bene loſt, 
That ebony + vnaduiſed minde, 
Haue blindip folowed euerp put ot winde. 


| 15efoze thy face at hand thou ſhalt beholde, 


A foule great flat moſt lothſome foz to ſce, 
All ouerſpzed with limmes and bodies colde, 


From whence the kraight vpon the ſands are rolde 
he and ſhee, 
zetched place, 


Abont 


r 0 


The ſhip of ſafegard. 


Adout the bzoken Barkes doe ſcattred lie, 

Great tunnes of wine,ofeuerp kinde of ſozt, 

| Indſumytuons tables with diſhes heaped hie, 
Ind coſtly bankets painted with diſpozt, 

The inoze to pleaſe the greedie gluttons eie, 

| That vntothemof: vſeth to reſozt, 

| No kindeof fleſh oz fiſh there can be got, 

But map be leene heaped vp vpon this plot. 


| 
All readp dꝛeſt and furniſht to the eie, ] | 


with ſundzie ſauces the ſtomacke to allure, 
Great platters there with wilde fowle full doe lie, * 
And ſpits full charged, that ſcarce their weight endure 
Ok deintie beaſts and deintie birdes them bie, o 
As greedy luſt can foz the paunchpzocure, K 
Ech dilh dꝛeſt vp as beſt may pleaſe the taſte, 

With great expence and ſmall account of waſte. 


About theſe diſhes round attending ſtand, 

Ech vile diſeaſe that map be named oz found, 
The groning gowte with ſhackled foote and hand, 
That ſcarſe can ſtaps from falling to the ground, 

| The Dꝛopſie pale ſtands ſhaking on the fand, 
with bellie ſwolne that peoldes a hollowe ſound, 
The Feuer hote littes gaping here foz Winde, 
Whole ſcoꝛched tongue no taite in meate can finde. 


Muotidians there and Muartans ſhalt thou ſee, 
Now quaking colde,now burning all on flame, 
There double, halte, and baſtard Certians bee, 
Continuars and thoſe that Hecticke haue to name, 
With manp moze of this fraternitie : 
whereat Philitions oft make pieafant game, 

vnto treaſure and to welth, 
E. helth, 


Attaining 
Moꝛe weeping golde than any pa 


ep gu. 


A nuinber great of ſickneſſes beſide, 
4 With piteous facc and miſerable ſhow 
Map cuerte where about this place be ſpide, 
That in theſe full fed fooles doe often grow, 
As Pleureſies with tozments in the ſide, 
And iaundiſes in mouing faint and flow, 
with falling ſickneſſe that foming foule doth lie, 
And Ppoplexies murdzing ſodeinlie. 
E | 
Moſt grieuous paines and ſwimming in the head, 
with Letharges fo2cetting euerie thing, 
And ſtrangling quinſies with flaming humoꝛs fed, 
That many. men vnto their graues doe bing, 
Conſuming D tiſicks long lingring in the bed, 
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And painkull Colicks whoſe griefe the guts do wing, 
Both Stone & Strangurie lie here with grieuous pain, 
And manp moxe that to rehearſe were vain. 


2 
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7 ' This fearefull place is called Gluttonie, 
wherein great numbers haue bene caſt awape, 

| 7 while as with greedie luſt they fayled bie 

And ran their courſe by negligence aſtrape, | 
| „ Shun thou this daunger, and from this miſchiefe flie, 
And let not ſuch an vll be thy decape, 

L Let thouſands dying there befoze thy face, 
Example be kox thee to ſhun this place. 
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A2 wzetched vice, a ſinkull crime it is, 
To pamper vp the flefh with his delight, 
| whereby moze pꝛone it is to liue amiſſe, 
And moe meete foz to reſiſt the ſpꝛite, | 

That Creature neuer ſeekes the place of bliſſe, 
Voz neuer thinkes vpon the heauens — 
That ſtudies here his greedie luſt to pleaſe, 
And oz to paſſe his time in reſt and eaſe, 
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The ſhip of ſafegard. 


The flcſh will neuer here ſubdued bee, 

Noꝛ made obedient to the heauenly minde, 
While as we farce it vp in this degree, 

with meateof euerie daintie ſozt and kinde, 
Theſe fine fed folkes as dailp we map lee, 
Are bent to luſt and fleſhlp affections blinde, 
But few of them that vertuous are oʒ chaſt, 
That haue their guts thus inwardly bumbaſt. 


As wood heaped vp a hie vpon the fire, 

Oz ople caſt in doth moze augment the heate, 
So doth this foule and filthie fonde deſire 
Df ſurfetting and cramming in ok meate, 
Encreaĩe the flame of lecherous deſire, 

And makes the bodie blaſe with vices great, 
Unmeete to follow any vertue good, 

while as it is ſo cheriſhed with foode. 


The feeble bzaine with ſtinking vapors daſed 
That boplingin the ſtomacke vpward riſe, 
Aſtoniſhed and vtterly amaſed, 
Cannot aſpire vnto the hauticſkies, 

So weake it is, and ſo with ſurfets craſed, 
That in the body all a ſleepe it nes, 

Applying not it leife the Wap to finde, 

Foz to reſtraine the affections of the minde. 


O What a ſozt map at this dap be found, 

That only giue themſelues to cate and dzinke 
Like bzutiſh beaſts, that graſing on the ground 
Continually,of nothing eiſe doc thinke, 

What greater ſhame to Chziſtians can redound - 
What moze befoze the face of God doth ſtinke y 
Than thns to feede the paunch continually, 


That to the ſoule ig ſuch an one 3 


T he ſhip of Jafegard. 


'+ Whatfolly greater can committed bee, 
Then where we here map line long time in heith, 
„ * with moderatedierand fobpiorie, - 

Au voyd of ſickneſſe that farre ſurmpunteth welth, 
ö We rather chooſe to linetn miſerie, 


And foꝛ to lacke both quietneſſe and helth, 
Eſteeming mozea graceleſſe pleaſure vame, 
fi ; Than foz to kee pe our bodies put of paine. 


Te 1 ; | | g 
| » And where as nature doth well hir ſeife content 
with gender diet wherein ſhe molt delights, 
Ok which hath God ſufficient alwapes ſent, 
] To ſerue our neede,and to refreſh our ſpzites, 
we neuer ceaſing to feede with belly bent, 
*-  Dtillcramming in like greedy rauening Kites, 
Both God diſpleaſe,and nature quite deſtroy, 
And foz our labour loſe eternall top. 


| 4 


4 a Therefoze eſchew thy beaſtly greedy minde, 
„This gurmandiſe, this filthie foule delight, 
Foz b2utiſh beaſts, and not foz men aſſignde, 
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| by + Helpe not the ſleſh to ouerthzow the lpzite, 
4 
| 
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But helpe the ſpzite to daunt affections blinde, 
i& So ſhalt thou make both ſoule and body light, 

; when both in one ſhall happily agree, 

To ſeeke thelvies where thou lhalt bleſſed bee. 


Fate not to much, but often ve to faſt, 

'* , Both Nature biddes, and Chziſt commanndeth fo, 

ur fathers olde that liued in ages paſt, 

lM, if j Found great reliefe by this in pꝛeſent wo, 

, f 4 who ſtriuing long thus tamed their fleſh at laſt, 

And ouerthzew by this their deadly fo, 

"Wh Wörle as fozbearing meate and ſinne withall 
( 
j 
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with feruent pzaper on God they vled to call. 
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' Theſhipof fafagar: 


A vertue great is abſtinence no dout. | 
25 eue rie man to be eſteemed much, | 
yelping hand to them that goe about, | 

The acred ſkies with yeauenly minde to touch, 
| 

| 

| 


No better fence to keepe the deuill out, 
No greater fozce,no apde noz ſuccoz ſuch, F 


7 


nd God himlelfe doth highlp it commende. 


hiſitions count it Natures chiefeſt frende, 


| Beare of therefoze and come not neare the place, | 
That alli embzued with Gluttons bloud doth lie, 

| Whoſe ſoules in hell in miſerable cafe, 

With pitcous plaint and howling noyſe doe crie, 
Lamentingſoze their foꝛmer lacke of grace, 

While here thep led their life licenciouſlp. 
When as thou haſt eſcaped this ieoperdie, 
25 efoze thp face againe thou ſhalt deſcrie 


A gozgeous Jie, an earthip parady 
wherem there Wants no kinde of ye ine ſight, 
No gliſtring ſhow, noz coſtip fine deupce, 

hat ma encreaſe the trauailers delight, 
All nil round with things of Ones pꝛyce, 
The light whereof reuiues the gaſers ſpꝛite, 
Doth pleaſe the epe, and doth allure the minds 
Df men that thinke ſafe harbour there to finde. 


Ok compaſſe large, and full of beautie faire, 


The den tip ſhow doth lie befoze thy face, 
1 eemes as Nature there — let hir chaire, 
And choſen that hir happie —— | 
From whence there comes a ſweets and pleaſant aire, 
That karre ſurmounts the Amber Grece in , 
ith muſicke ſweete and pleaſant heauenip 


Te dung aroutvorh nth are rolound. 
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The ſhip of Jafegard. - 


The Cliues are hie, and all of Chꝛyſtall ſhine, 
U von the top whereof in 0zder growes, 
Hie hautie trees with maieſtie deuine, 


There ſtateiy ſtands the loftie Loꝛdlpe Pine, 
with Ceders placed and Firre trees ſet in roweg, 

*: , Thick groues of Mirtels comiy to be ſeene, 

With couerts cloſe of pleaſant Laurel greene. 


Be pond theſe ſame are motintaines riſing hie, 
Clad round about with trees of diuerſe kinde, 
That placed in oder much delight the eie, 
And thither dꝛaw the ſaylers wandzing minde, 
who thinke thep ſee theſe hiltes to touch the ſkie, 
In vewe whereof they pleaſure great doe finde, 
There round about in euerie place below, 
Faire purple Roſcs iopnde with Jalmins grow. 


In euerie place map beautie there be ſeene, 
JIn euerie place is picaſure foz the eie, 
Thꝛoughout the woods and pleaſant fozreſts greene, 
, + + Great flocks of birdes of enerie ſozt doe flie, 
Dek colours ſtraunge and ſeldome to be ſeene, 

VT hat ſit and ſing vpon the bzaunches hie, 
[with curious note and ſkilfuil melodie, 
Agreeing all in perfite harmonie. 


No lothſome ſight doth any where appeare, 

: + No thing diſoꝛdzed any kinde of waye, 

148 But an things ſhining there with beautie cleare, 
I Auuring vnto pleaſure and to playe, 

| | That they that once doe chaunce to trauaile neare, 
197 f Haue neuer minde to come from thence awape, 

| Such pleaſure ſtreight they doe concepne in minde, 
As no where elle ſane there they thinks to finds, 
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That giiſtring greene farre of in ſhadowes ſhowes, - 


And 
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And round about in euerie place they meete, 
with {halls of Mermapds ſwimming here and there, 
Whoſe beautie great and pleaſant ſinging ſweete, 
Do daunts the epes and eares of them that heare, 
That maruaile is it if they hold their feetc, 
From flying oger to that luſtie cheare, 
Their beautie is ſuch, their vopce doth ſo delight, 
| That with their tongues they conquer euerie wight. 


Such is the fozce of this their melodie, 

That long time lince and many peares ago, 

The wiſe Ulpſſes when he paſſed bie, 

Being toſſed on ſeas and beaten to and fro, 
Deſirous fo2 to heare this harmonie, 

And to eſcape the daunger and the wo, 

Stopped vp his ſeruants cares with ware, and faft 
Cauſed them to binde himſeife vnto the Maſt. 


| Thus ſayling foward neere this pleaſant place, 
With wiſhed windes and all thing —.— merte, 
Theſe Mermapdes faire appeared befoze his face, 
With ſhining countnance and voyces paſſing ſweete, 
There ſundꝛie ſongs they ſong with comlp grace, 
Ind with their dities diuers did him greete, 
Their ſweete accoꝛd and paſſing pzincely ſound, 

'{ Did from the waues vnto the ſkies rebound. 


Which found when as Ulyſſes ſtreight did hearc, 
Could not reſtraine the affections of his minde, 

But lowde he calles with griefe and troubled cheare, 
And willes his men with haſte him to vnbinde, 
Thus calling out and crping neuer theneare, 

He wzeſts and ging all meanes he map to finds 


To vnloſe hi and ſtriuing all in vayne, 
He beates his head againſt the Malt amapne. 
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Dis wiſdome great, could not his fancie guide, 

Ne rule his minde, noz bzidic his delight, 

But if at libertie he had bene then v;ztied, 

He would haue lept amid that pleaſant ſight, 

Ind felt the fruites of pleaſure at that tide, 

LTyhough it had coſt him the loſing of his ſpite, 
Burt being faſt bound he could not haue his minde. 

Till ſapling paſt it was to farre behinde. 


From top of ene of theſe fame monntaines hie, 
CTcͤhat in this Jland loftilp do looke, 
A riuer guſheth downe continuallie, 

That thꝛough the valieps here and there doe crooke, 

Which ſeemeth pleaſant to the ſaplers eie, 
That often coucts to enter vp the bzooke, 
Suppoling there to finde theirfull delight. 
Df ail this gaye and gozgeous gliſtring ſighs. 
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Which riuer while they paſſe, on euerie ſide, 
walke Damlels faire with beautie paſſing bzane, 
Amid the Medes with ſundꝛte colours dide, 
Df flowers freſh that fragrant odoꝛzs haue, 
wherof fine garlands about their heads are tide, 
Theſe oftentimes with wanton geſture waue 
The paſſengers, alluring them to land, 
with countnance ſweete and becke of pleaſant hand. 


*7:. Not karre from thence vppon a ſtately roche, 
As placed — ſumptuous tower hie, 
That doth amale the mindes that neare appzoche, 
+, | withbeautie great that glifters in the eie, 
“Che ſtatoly wall doth ſet their hart a bzoche, 
And makes them in their courſe with haſte to hie, 
who hoyſe and hale with all the foxcethey haue, 


Co run themſelues vpon this pleaſure bzaue, 


The ſhipof ſafegard. 


oz as the walles doe gliſter all of golde, 
Fr are the windowes all with Chepſtall glaſed, 
whence looking out the ſea men map beholde, 
Such ſundzie ſhapes as makes them all amaſed. 

nd makes them curſe the time a thouſand folde, 
That euer vpon ſuch beautie bzight they gaſed, 
Foz in the end ag many as there doe light, 
Toꝛmented are in miſerable plight. 


| Firſt taken out from out their ſhips they bee, 
And ſtripped quite from all their owne arap, 

And blindfeid cloſe, ſo that they can not ſee, 

| A wap from thence theſe Damſels them conuap, ©. 
Unto this pple and tower of ſouereigntie, | 
Which ſeemed late to thein ſo ſweete a play, 

| Upon whoſe gates is witten thus in fight, 

The reſting place of fleſhlp fond delight. 


| Here are they bꝛought befoze this ſumptuous Quecene, 

: Who guider is and ruler of this Jle, 

Who when ſhe hath theſe wzetched caytifcs ſecne, 

At whom with iope ſhe ſcoznfully doth ſmile, 

With cruelil minde and voyde of mercie cleene, 

Condemnes them all to paines and tozments vile, | 

- | Andſundzie ſentence giues on euerie one, " 
As ſeemeth beſt vnto hir ſeife alone. f 


Some are condemned, their epes ſet open wide, 

N pon the colds and ſtonie ground to lie, 

with monſtrous chames and heauie ſhakles tive, 
Both day and night to tare cont inuallie 

Upon the beautie that is them denide, 

Ind call foz helpe vnto their enimie, , 
Who pleaſure takes and iopecth at the hart, ' 
To lee their crueil cozment and their ſmart. 


Some 


. Wherein is thzult the creature almoſt Maine, 


Some ſozt _ by charmes enchaunted ſtraight, 
F 285 their ſhap 


Till tozments dus to their delerts thep unde. 


The ſhip of ſafegard. - 


Some others caried fozth into the wood, 
With chaines are tied and faſtned to the trees 
Their harts all bare and Wafer downe with blood, 
Their hands held vp and kneling on their knees, 
Are tozne with Kitcs and Pies and Rauens wood, 
That neuer time from feedin 2 doe leeſe, 
But griping ſtill the pooꝛe afflicted hart, 
Continualiy augment their paine and ſmart. 


Another ſozt faſt in that ozder tide, 
With tozments great and miſerable paine, 
Again(t their harts a wounde made open Wtde, 


Hote burning coales that readie lie beſide, 
Which kindle ſtreight about the hart amaine, 
The wound cloſde vp they flame continually, 
And ſecret burns vnttil the time he die. 


es, to beaſts tranſfozmed quight, 
herein vpon that Aueene they ſtill doe waight, 

— like Swine, and Ales oft in light, 

Somtime like Buls oz Beares that dogs doe bapte, 

Somtime like Lions and Tigers fierce in fight, 

Such fo2ce hach fleſhlp pleaſure in this Jie, 

To alter thoſe whom ſhe doth thus beguile. 


yet notwithſtanding continually they ſtriue 

The ſaplers by, who firſt may come a land, 

With all their aples clapped on 11 they dine; 
And haue no feareof any ſhoze o 

But while th ——— on theſe ſeas aliue, 


rom foule d neuer turne their hand, 
— fozward ſi cuohr they greedieluſting minde, 


Flaſle | 
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T he ſhip of ſafegard. 
Flaſſe how great and wozthie a companie, ; 
Haue here bene loſt and clearelp caſt awap, 
whoſe wits denine of wozthie memozie, 

Iretalked of pet vyrtill this pꝛeſent daye, 

who had eſcaped ech other miſerie, 

If on this ſame they had not run aſtraye, | 
Their vertues rare had alwayes gliſtred bzight, 
If that they could haue ſhunned this foule delight. 


The mightie Hercules that liued long ago, 
whoſe wozthy actes deſerue immoztall fame, 
who ſpent his —— in anguiſh and in wo, 

Not bent to pleaſure, noꝛ giuen bnto game, 
But following vertue foz which he trauaylde ſo, 
That ſtill he ſhunned eche thing that longde to ſhaine, 
Could not eſcape this dzeadfull daungerous place, 
But loſt himlelfe thereon in piteons caſe. 


The ſabtill wit and iudgement ape pzofound, 

That parnted vertue liueip to the eie, 

Who ſhewed the harmes and hurts of vice vnſound, 
And opned plaine the place whereas they lie. 

The ſelfe fame man that once ſuch fauoꝛz found, 

Df Delphos that he gat the ſoucraintie, 

Foz wit and vertue paſſing euerie man, 

Upon this Jle pet wzetchediy he ran. 


A thouſand ſuch in ſtoꝛies olde we finde, 
Ot ſundꝛy like our ſacred volumes tell, 
That ran amiſſe vpon this fancie blinde, 
Foz lacke of good aduiſe and guiding well, 
yea though they wholp dtd applie their minde 
To euerte vertue, pet on thts vice they fell, 
Example he with Uries wife that lap, 

And eke his ſonne that further ran aſtray. 


Amon ait 
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Amongſt the daungers of theſe harmfull ſeas, 

No daunger like to this there comes in aght, 

That moze doth woꝛke the paſſengers dileaſe 

Oꝛ dꝛiues them moze to ſhewe their foꝛce and might, 
Noz no men inoze the almighty Lozd diſpleaſe, 
Than theſe that happen on this place to light. 
Wherefoze we ought with heede and carefull eie, 
Farrt off from hence with might and maine to flie. 


And often wey the myſchiefe that Will ryſe, 
We If that we leaue 4 tourſe to keepe, 
| Foz vaine delight that here deludes the eyes, 

And bꝛingeth men in reſtleſſe reſt a ſleepe, 

NMaap rather let vs theſe flattring ſhowes deſpyſe, 
And leeke to ſcape this guife of daunger deepe, 
which foz a litie trifling pleaſure vaine, 
Doth bzing vs vnto euerlaſting paine. 


Direct thy ſhip and courſe another way, 
And ſtill remember how happie thep ſhall bee, 
Chat haue not falne vpon this Jle aſtrap, 
where fleſhlp iopes and fooliſh fancies bee, 
But do: themſelues with all their might aſſay, 
Co finde the poꝛt of true felicitie, : 
Eeſſchewing euerie ſtoꝛme and troubleſome winde, 
That blowes contrarie to their vertuous minde. 


And wey the paines and tozments they ſhall haue, 
That gine themſelues to follow foule delight, 

And bzeake the lawes that God to all men gane, 
Dow they ſhall wayle and howle in pitedus plight, 
when that their carcaſſe comth once to graue, 
LTyeir ſinfull bodie ſeuered from their ipꝛite, 
which ſpꝛite ſhall neuer feele releaſe of paine, 
As long as God doth in the heauens raigne. 


* 
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Though 
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Though that the motions of the fleſh de much, 
And though that nature herein bearc ſome ſway, 
yet ought the foire of reaſon to be ſuch 

In man, as well may put ſuch topes away, 
The minde deuine mult neuer fo baſelp touch, 
Such things vnpure as map be hir decay, 
But mount aloft with wings vnto the lkicg, 
where perfite ioy and per ite pleaſure lies. 


Foz earthly foyes and fancies are vnmecte, 

Foz ſuch as God appointes With him to line, 
Who ought to abandon all ſuch pieaſures ſweete, 
As vic wherof map them offend oz grieue, 

And take good heede whcreas they ſet their fete, 
Not euerie ſhow, noꝛ cuerie path belceue, 

But only walke in that appointed wap, 

That God himſelfe be{oze their eres doth lap. 


And flie the pathes, though that they pleaſant ſetme, 
That he hath here fozbidden to be trode, 

And caſt away all fonde affections clcene. 

The weight whereof the ſoute fo ſoze doth lode, 
That languiſhing vpon the earth with teene, 
Conſtrained is it there to make abode, 

And neuer can aſpire vnto the ſkie, 

Foz heauie weight that doth vpon it lie. 


And as Ulpyſſes paſſing by this place, 

Where Mermapds flocke whereof we ſpake befo2e, 

Whoſe ſugred ſongs with ſweete and louely face, 

Did ſeeke to traine him to that deadly ſhoze, 

Did giue hunlcife with wile and heaucnly grace, 

Foz to withitand this lewd and flattring 1020. 

Compeilde his men to binde him rothe aft. 

Wherevy with ſpeede this 1 1 great he paſt. 
7G » )J: 
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The ſſip of ſafegard. 
So in theſe ſeas of pleaſures leaſt we quaile, 
wee ought to binde our wills to reaſon ſtrong, 

* As to the Maſt that beares our chickeſt ſaile, 
That guides vs beſt thozowout this iourney long, 
So ſhall not all theſe flattring ſhowes pꝛeuaile, 
So ſhall we ſcape this popſned deadly ſong, 

That hath bewi*ched ſo many vertuous cares, 

Ind bzought them vnto rozinents and to tcarcs. 


But if there doe ſuch puniſhment remaine 
Foz thoſe which while they vertuous ſeeke to bee, 
Doe fall into this lake of pleaſures vaine, 
whereby they come to greateſt miſerie, 
Condemned vnto euerlaſting pame, 
Where gaſtly ſhapes and helliſh ſightes they ſee, 
Shut out foꝛ euer from that beautie bꝛight, 
That farre ſurmounts eche other kinde of light. 


It thoſe I ſap, ſuch toꝛments haut to taſte, 

What plagues are due vnto that ſintull ſozt, 

That both with minde and beaſtlp tongue vnchaſte, 

Ok lothſome vice doe make a play and ſpozt, 

And where they ought not ſpende a woꝛd in waſte 
Their ſhameleſſe mouths whereſoruer thep doe reſozt, 

| Doth vtter out the filthicſt woꝛds they can, 

without relpect of epther God oz man. 


| Contenting not themſelues with wzetched deedes, 
A ilone to paſſe away their ſinfull race, 
But with ſuch wozdes as filthily pꝛoceedes, 
From out their hearts defiling euerie place, 
With lothſome ſhowe as ſtinking noyſome Wweedes, 
That freſheſt lower in gardens doth deface, - 
So doe theſe beaſts with tongue and talke vncleene, 
Dctile eche thing that faireſt map be ſcene, 
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with beaſtly woꝛdes that all of baudzie ſound, 
Theſe Raſcals vile themſelnes doe moſt delight, 
Coꝛrupting mindes that otherwiſe were ſound, 
With ſpeach vnpure.and wanton geſture light, 
Wherein they are ſkilide as in their arte pzofound, 
Whole tongues doe teach their vile vnſauerie ſpzite, ? 
Their ſhameleſſe tongues while as their acts they tell, 
Doth cauſe to bluſh the deuul himſelfe in hell. ö 


Moſt wꝛetched creatures p lead your lines with ſhame, 
And die like beaſts in miſerable plight, 

The paynes of hell is ende of all pour game, 

Eche damned ſoule ſhall feele his tozinent light, 

While as they lic in neuer ceaſing flame, 

Reſpecting pours who foz pour foule delight, 

Farre paſſe them ali in tozments and in paine, 

This is pour end and pour aſſured gaine. 


Let this ſuffice to giue thee warning here, 
That ſayleſt neere this lewde and daungerous place, 


Though that the beautie faire at firſt appere,. 
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Thou ſeeſt the ende how that in wꝛetched caſe, 
They pla gued are and buie their pleaſure deare, 
Regarde thy ſelke and fetke foꝛ better grace, 
And ſtap not gaſing,no2 venter thou to neare, 
It is not good with daungers foz to play, 
Leaue off betimes and ſaple another way. 


And take good heede, foz ſtraight befoze thy face. 

Anid theſe ſeas another daunger lies, 

That bearing vp his head alittle ſpace, 

Aboue the water, of decciues the eyes, 

N pon the which haue died in wꝛetched caſe, 

A number great of men accounted wile, 

The ſhow is ſmall that doth appeare a hie, 

The chiekeſt daunger doth 2 ! lie, 
18 J). 
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The top whereof is 2 yoliſhed, 

And doth not thzeatcn haſard with the ſhow, 

By which haue many Mariners bene led, 

To tranaile ncare the ſtate thereofto know, 

Who with their ſhips pilfauozebip haue ſped, 
While as their Kceles haue toucht the rocke below. 
And all to toꝛne a pieces foꝛced to flie, 

Their maiſters ſpꝛawling ou the ſurges hie. 


The luſtieſt Mariners haue bene dꝛowned hearc, 
Whole Barkes haue bozns the bzaueſt pozt on ſeas, 
Fo: luſty How and ſtomacks vopd of fcare, 


While as they ſapled which wap them beſt did pleaſe, 


Who counſaple none. noꝛ no aduiſe would hears, 


Foz warning good did euer them diſpleaſe, 


Still truſting to their owne decepued wit, 
From whole aduiſe they would not ſtirre a whit. 


Ne caſt they here themſelues away alone, 

But cauſe great number moꝛe their courle to miſſe, 
Perſwading them that neare bnto this ſtone, 
Toth lie the wap to euerlaſting bliſſe, 

Aſſuring them that daunger there is none, 

And that themſelues are well aſſured of this, 

By which vaine woꝛds they cauſe the ſimple men, 
To caſt away themſclucs by tollowing them, 


This daungerous place that hath ſo many loſt 
And thus beguiled, is called Yereſic, 

A Lurtfall place, a moſt pernicious coft, 

A Wotull rocke, a wzetchcd teoperdie, 

Which oft Hath hurt and quite conſumed almoſt - 
The Mauie faire ok Chziſtianitie, 
Which goꝛgeous fleete had long time ſince bene dꝛent, 
If mightie Joue had not them ſuccour ſent. 2 
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Who pitying them of his accuſtomed grace, 
| when as they were with ſtoꝛmes and tempeſts toſt, 
And cuen at point to fall vpon this place, 
| Where as they had bene altogither loſt, 

- | Lamenting as it were their wzctched caſe, 

' Toſce them die that him fo dearcly coſt, 

| Rebuked the winds ,and tooke the helme in hand, 
| And bzought them ſafs vnto the aſſured land. 


| A happie guide in theſeſo dꝛeadfull ſcas, 

Whole bleſſed aide if all inen carit had ſought, 

| with humble minde in ſeeking him to pleaſe, 
And ſetting all their owne deuiſe at nought, 
They had not purchaſed thus their owne diſcaſe, 
| Noz waetchedlp themſelucs to miſchiefe bzought, 
Ne had they left behind them ſuch a fame, 5 
As hitherto the woꝛld reſound with ſhame. 


: 


| Cherinthus had not caſt himſelfe awaye, 

U Upon this rocke in miſcrable plight, 

. | Noz Eutpches had paſſed this w2ctched wap, 

If ſeruing God had benc his chieke delight, 

| Nonatus had not ſayled here aſtrap, 
Nectoʒius had not on this miſchiefe light, 

Non Trrius with his Arrians here had dide, 

| Noz all the (warms of Manicheps belide. 


l 


- | with thouſands moze that here J loth to name, 
who might haue ſcaped this dzedfull place full well, 
That bꝛought them vnto euerlaſting ſhame, 

And thzew them headlong to the pit ok hell, 


whereas thep waile in neuer ccaffing flame, 


Ind foꝛ their ſinnes continuallp doe peil, 
2 they had ſought this ſafe aſſured aide, 
d vnto him koz helpe had alwayes pꝛaide. 
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Take thou good heede that trauaileſt herebp, 
Leaſt that thou falleſt vpon this hurtfull place. 
Beware of ſchiſme, beware of hereſie, 

And pꝛay to God continually foꝛ grace, 

T hat he may keepe thee from this miſeric, 
And bꝛing thee ſafe vnto the reſting place, 

In giuing thee a quicke and watchfuil eie, 
whereby thou mapſt ſuch conert daungers flie. 


Looke well about and truſt not encrie ſpꝛite, 
That ſcemes to teach the ſafe aſſured waye, 


We well aſſured he teach the wap aright, 


Oꝛ walke not thou elſe after him aſtraye, 
The deuill himſelfe can ſeeme an angell bzight, 


he ſimple ſoule the caſlier to betrape. 


But Chir? hath left pou here his ſcriptures plaine, 
I touchitone true to trie region vaine. 


4 By theſe cxamine euerie pꝛating ſpꝛite, 
By theſe go trie what vnto thee is tought. 


Let theſe be iudge who teacheth wong oz right, 
Let theſe dilcerne the good things from the nought, 
Df theſe in darkeneſſe bozrow all the light, | 
Of thetic ſtul let thy wauering minde be tought, 


Do ſhalt thou Well be able thy ſelfe to trie, 
Where ſhadowes falfe, and where deceit doth lie. 


BVeleue not thoſe fame laundzous mouthes vntrus, 


Who make repoꝛt how that the bookes denine, 


# | Cozrupted are with falſe tranſlations newe, 


Ok only malice theſe enuious beaſts reppne, 


{ (They lee the ſpirite of God will them ſubdue, 

That in theſe ſacred letters bzight doth ſhine, 

And thcrefoze foz to bzing them in contempt, 
Thele llaundꝛous lyes malicioully they inuent. 
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As he that late ſach necdleſſe paines did take, 
In culling out the faults he could eſpic, 
Df cuerie tittell ſtraight accompt doth mabe, 
— noting where he thinkes thep run awzie, 
nd as he thought pꝛofoundip thereof ſpake, 
But if thou ſhalt his wozthy iudgement trie, 
Thou well ſhalt ſcehis fonde and fooliſh bzaine 
Hath taken all his trauaile here in vaino, 


Beſide, another marke there is to know 

Theſe wꝛetched ſpꝛites that leades men thus to hell, 

Though clad in pelts of ſheepe they ſitnple ſhow, 

And many tales of God and heauen tell, 

yet malice doth their mindes fo ouerflow, 

That all things can they not diſſemble well, 

Their bloudie teeth doth ſtill appeare in ſight, 
Wherewith like wolues continually thep fight. 


Example one amongſt a number moze 

Let Arrius be, who whillt he here did raigne, 

Ok tozments great and toztures had in ſtoze, 
Wherewith he put true Chꝛiſtians ſtill to paine, 
With ſundzie deaths not heard off oft befoze, 

And griefes that newly ſpꝛang from cruell bzaine, 
As ſplintars ſharpe of reedes which ſoꝛe did pzicke, ® 
That in their fingers twixt nayle and fleſh did ſtiche. 


That diucliſh minde that reigneth now in hell. 
Doth ſtili enup the happie ſtate of man, 
And ſince the time that firſt to earth he fell, 
Doth labour ſtill by all the meanes he can, 
To cauſe them all in paines with him to dwell, 
Whole curſed chtldzen as their ſixe began, 
Continue ſtill with rancour and with heate, 
To perlccute that happie e — 
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T he ſhip of ſafegard, 
C hꝛpſoſtome he that long agoe hath tride 
Theſe bziticil ſeas and ſearched euerie place, 
Who had good pꝛoofe of cuerie Winde and tide, 
And well cond ſapie to finde the poꝛt of grace, 
Declared which way theſe people might be tpide, 
Th it thus decepue in miſerable caſs, - 

And gaue plainc tokzn how we well ſhould know 
4 Thele 2 arks of ſchiſme that on theſe ſeas doe row. 


f Did euer pet, ſayth he, the ſimple ſhreps 
With blondy month the greedie Wolfe purſue * 

Not once: But rauening wolues doe neuer ſleepe 
From hunting them. So Cain pooze Abell ſlew, 
4 ot IJ ocll him, ſo Jüngell J ſaac true 
Db perſccute, not Jſaac him. The Jews 
{© Thus troubled Chzift, and herctikes alway | 

rue Chziſtians kilide, their fruits doth them bewzap. 
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Thus piaump doth this ſkilfull father o'de 

'* Conciude,that ſuch as bcare fuchHhatefullminde, 
Againſt the locke, and happie harmcleſſe folde 
Ok Thu, om following them with malice blinde. 
To be the wolues, ok whom our Sauiour tolde, 

f Ind heretikes of moſt pornitious Finde. 
The wolfe by rauening eucrmozc is tribe, 

4 TH? Heretike by crueil minde is ſpide. 


I 


Then ſince thon mayſt full well diſcerne this vll, 
Sayic farre from thence and ſteare aduiſedly, 
And guide thy ſeife vy good and carefull ſkill, 
So ſhalt thou miſle this fearefnl} ieoperdie, 
Giue not the reines noz bzidle vnto Will, 
But make it ſubiect to the motions hie, 

So ſhalt thou ſaue thy ſeife from daunger great, 


Ind lyoner finde che happte reſting ſeat. 
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yet once againe thou needeſt to take good heede, 
Foz hereabouts an Jland faire doth lie, 

That to the ſaplers miſchiefe great doth bzcede, 
That flames karre off like Phebus in the ſkie, 
Which gliſtring light the gaſers minde doth feede, 
And doth allure them foꝛ to trauaile nie, 
Perſwading them ſome worthie fight is there, 
That lo encompaſt is with ſhining clere. 


Fneuerie place here Ppꝛamides do rife, 

with coſtly ſtones compact of goꝛgeous ſhow, 
Whole ſtately tops doe ſeeme to touch the ſkies, 
The baſes ſquare are framed faire below, 

With ſuch pꝛopoꝛtions as pleaſcth belt the eics, 
In oꝛder placed, and ſtanding row by row, e 
dourned bzaue with tozches flaming bright, 

That ſcemc to ſpople the day it ſelfe of light. 


A thouſand altars garniſhed here doe ſtande, 

With cloth of golde and Purple paſſing faire, 

And fiers burning hie on eucrie hande, 

Where Jncenſe caſt doth cauſe a pleatant aire, 
Which ſmelung ſweete a great way from the lande, 
Doth cauſe a number thither to repaite, 

On euerie altar Images appere, 

Ok ſundzte Gods that people wozſhip there. 


There Saturne ſtands with enuious countnance lad, 
Ino next to him hath Jupiter his place, 

And Uenus ſmiling faire with beautie glad, 

And fuming Mars with hote and fierie face, 

Apollo there with gliſtering beames is clad, 

And Dian with hir filycr ſhining grace, 

Swift Mercurie amongſt them here doth ſtande, 
With fiichring wings and golden rod in hande. vreas 
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> The [bi 7 of Jafegar a . 
Sreat Bacchus here is placed with maieſtie, 
And neare to him Dame Ceres map be ſcene, 
And Pꝛoſerpine that low beneath doth lie, 
And Juno once of heauen counted Qucene, 
And Berecpnthpa mother of the ſkie, 

with Floꝛa clad in luſtie pouthtull greene, 
Here CTaſtoꝛ ioynd with Pollux faire doth ſtand, 
And E ſculapius with his ſnakes in hand. 


* . 
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Pnother aultars iopning thereto neare, 

A2 number great of pictures placed bee, 
WCThat monſtrous to the lookers on appearc, 
As one that poꝛtred is with faces thzee, 
An other killing dzagons with a ſpeare, 
Another holding in his hand a tree, 

And wading ouer riuers eaſilie, 

# With monſtrous legs and ſhoulders ſhamefull hie. 
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But molt of all that makes men there to muſe, 
There ſtandes a ſaint in ſtraunge diſguiſed ſozt, 

, #., Totakeitfoz a man oz woman pou map chuſe, 
PHFoꝛ of them both it ſcemes to beare a pozt, 

. 7 Fraped in gownes as women moſt do vle, 

( fl A Letticecap it weares and bearde not ſhozk, 
And thus diſguiſed in ſtraunge and maſking Cotes, 


+, Elteemcs no other offring here than Otes. 


A number great of ſuch ſtraunge pictures vaine, 
Here mapſt thou ſce, of whom J lift not toll, 
That vnto Pꝛieſts haue alwapes bene a gaine, 
And led ſuch as them wozlhipped vnto hell, 
The Melchyts here of Mahomet remaine, 

1. Ind all his ſaints to whom the Turkedoth pell, 
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As Uanus and Sedichaſis, that victozie doth bzing, 
with Yirclchinug and Ilcichum E Chidirell 78681 | 
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Bekoze ech Image ſtand Tapers burning b:ight, 
And odozs ſweete doe fume continually, | 
The peoplc kneeling round about in ſight, 

With hands helde vp and voyces lowde doe crie, 
Eche one complapning of his wꝛetched plight, 
And ſcking there redꝛeſſe of myſerie. 

Doe call vpon their goddes with feruent minde, 
Suppoſing thus a perfite helpe to finde. 


This daungerous place is called Jdolatrie, 
Whereon are loſt the Turkes and Paganes all, 
That hither faſt in monſtrous flocks doe flie, 
Not fearing miſchiefe that map them befall, 

nd numbers great of Chꝛiſtians here doe die, 
That leauing Chziſt on Jdols faſt doe call, 
With great deſpite vnto the almightie king, 
That this deteſts aboue all other thing. 


Fo: nothing doth ſo mich the minde offende, 

Df that moſt ſacred maieſtie deuine, 

Noz nothing makes him moze his plagues to ſend, 
Than when he ſees his ſcruants to decline 

From ſeruimg him to ſeeke another frende, 

And ſetting vp an J doll in his ſhzine, 

This moze doth him diſpleaſe aſſuredlp, 

Than any whozedome, theft oz robberp. 


Him liketh to be wozſhipped alone, 

With earneſt minde and with vnfepned hart, 
who w02ſhips him muſt wozlhip others none, 
It is not meete foz any to giue part, 

Ot honoz due to him, vnto a tone, 

oz who ſo doth is like in the ende to ſmart, 

n feeling paines and ents to them due, 
That wozlhip faiſe and Gods vntrue, 


This 
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This only cauſe did make him of! ſozfake 

His choſen flocke the auncient 5'lraehi:es, 

Who though with mouth he often to them ſpake, 
Ippointing to them ſacred lawes and rites, 

Yet euermoze his ozdinances they bzake, 

And wozſhipoed ſundzie falle and lying ſprites, 
Incueric Jrouc, on cyueric vodode and hill, 


| 1 They Jdolsp! laced conttax ie to his will, 


Fo Which he often gaue them oucr quite, 
Into the hands of crueli emmies, 
Who delt with them in milcravle plight, 


* * Still vering them with terroz and with tpꝛannies, 


Dt ech man vſed with foule and great deſpite, 
Compelde to ſuffer thouſand kinds of crucities, 


LAccounted ſlaues and abiects clear eip loſt, 


That carlt ot all men Were eſtcemed moſt, 


Foꝛ this pooꝛe Cbꝛiſtians often times haue felt, 
The vſage vile, and foꝛce of Turkiſh Hands, 
That many pcares haut fowly with them deit, 

”, Deptiuing them of childzen, wife and lands, 
Since firit the ſeruice of Jdols out they ſmelt. 


|: Which bzought them to capttuitie and bands, 


= Decay ed their vertues, and loſt cheir auncient fame, 
And made them to the woꝛld an open chame. 


* Theref e beware, and ſhun this filthie place, 


Let Paule thy Pilot be vpon theſe ſeas, 


} LE who ſapth Jdolatozs ſhall neuer ſee the face 


Ot God, noꝛ linde the iopfull pozt of eaſe, 
Foz I doll ſeruers are quite depztued of grace, 


And by no meanes the altnightie Lo2d can pleaſe, 


Such kinde of ſeruants onlp he deſires, : 
* lecke to ſerue him as hie requires. | Il 
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All other ſeruice he eſteemeth as vaine. 

And moſt he hates ſuch fond religion blinde, 

A's is deuiſcd by d2eame of fooliſh bꝛame. 

That Woꝛſhip only doth delight his minde, 

That he himlelte hath taught in ſcriptures plaine, 
To this his ſeruants doth he ſtraightly binde, 

Ne ſuſters them to honoz this oz that, 

But plamip harh himſelfe appointed what. 


Serue thou him therefoze as he liketh beſt, 
With all thy hart, with all thy minde him loue, 
Let him ve hieſt alwapes in thy bꝛeſt, 

Take heede that none be placed him aboue, 
Eſtecme no creature ſo abone the reſt, 

That loue thereof ſhall him from thee remone, 
Foz that beſide is foule Pdlatrie, 

To loue a Wozldly thing exceſſiuclie. 


Not only Jmageſeruers haue the name, 

Ot bunde Jdolatours, but cuerie ſuch; 

That inwardly with fcruent lone doth flame, 

E ſteeming fading fancies here to much, 
Pzeterring them before all feare oz ſhame, 

As thoſc whoſeminds the loue of God doth teach, 
Dꝛ beautie faire of ſ me excelung dame, 

Theſe kinde ot loues when in the hart they lie, 
Are fouieſt kindes of vile Jvolatrie. 


Farrc of from this ſee therfo2e that thon flie, 

If that thou meanſt he hauen faire to finde, 
Fo who ſo touchech on this ſame ſhall die, 

In ſuttring ſhipwzacke though his folltc blinde, 
Kefule this courſe, and ſayle fozth happilp, 
Keepe well the top full hauen fill in minde, 
Whoſc plealures great ſhall fully thee reward, 
Foz all thy paines and ail thy trauailes hard. 


Theſhip , "ſafeard 


Another daunger lies there in thy wap, 
CThat ſeemeth good and ſafe vnto the eie, L 
wuhereat a number great of ſhips doe ap, 
That here are loſt 02 put in ieoperdie. 
with colour faiſeof good it doth betray, 
And clicked faire doth cauſe men trauaile bie, 
And moſt allures ſach men as ſecke foz fame, 
Yypocrilie this miſchicke hath to name. 


A rocke but ſoft and ſimple to the eie, 
That pleaſeth much the ininde of woꝛldlye ſight, 
. whereas diſceyte doth cloſeip couered lic. 

- Which hindzeth men from trauauing aright, 
The place is large and riſeth ſome thing hie, 
Upon the top whereot in open ſight, 

There ſtands an Image couered all of Cone, 
hat there was placed many yeares agone. 


which Image here J would deſcribe to thee, 
But that long ſince it hath bene painted plaint 
By learned Chaucer that gem of Poetrie, 
Who paſſed the reach of any Englith bzaine, 
A tollie therefoze were it herg foz me, 
CT o touch that he with pencell once did ſtatne, 
Tanke here therefoze what he therol doth ſay, 
wꝛzit in the Romance et his Roles gaye. 


Another thing was done their wzite, 
That ſeemed like an Hyporrite, 

And it was cleped Pope holpe, 
That ill is ſhe that pziuilye, 

Me ſpareth neuer a wicked deede, 
When men ok hir taken none heede, 
And maketh hir out ward precious, 
With pale vilage and pituous. 
And ſeemeth a (imple creature, 


| 


The ſhip of ſafegard. 


But there nis no miſaduenture, 
That ſhe ne thinketh in hir courage. 
Full like to hir was thilke Image, 
That maked was byt hir ſemblance, 
She was full ſimple of countnance, 
And ſhe was clothed and eke ſhod, 
As ſhe were foz the loue of God, 
youlden to religion, 
Such ſeemed hir denotion, 
A P ſalter helde ſhe faſt in hande, 
And buſilp ſhe gan to fonde, 
To make many a faint pꝛay er 
To God and to his ſaints deare, 
Ne ſhe was gape, fre ſh noz iolliſte, 
But ſeemd to be full intentiffe 

o good woꝛkes and to faire, 

nd thereto ſhe had on a haire, 
Ns certes ſhe was fat nothing, 
But lecincd werie foz faſting, 
Df colour pale and dead was ſhee, 
From hir the gates ape warned bee, 
Df Paradyſe the bliſſ fuli place, 
Foz ſuch folke maken leane their grace, 
As Chziſt ſayth in his Euangile, 
To get their pzice in towne a while, 
And foz a little glozie vaine, 
Thepleſen God and cke his raigne. 


Thus hath the golden pen ol Chaucer olde, 
The Jmagt plarne deſcriued to the eie, 
Who paſſing by long ſince did it heholde, 
And tooke a note therof aduiſedip, 
Unto his felloweg of that age it tolde, 
And left it eke foz his poſteritie, 
That ech man paſſing by might plainly know, 
The perũte ſubſtance of that flattring ſhow. 
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The ſhip of ſa prard, 


An enmie great vnto the Thziſtian fleete, 
Is this foule rocke of falſe Hypocrtſie, 

* That vs depꝛiueth of the pleaſure ſwecte. 
And bꝛings our ſoules to greateſt miſer ie, 
A lothſome vice, a wzctched crime vnmeete 
Foz men pꝛofeſſing Chiiſti mitie, 

Eſcher it then and farre off from it lie. 
Let not ſuch blinde aifections bleare th eie. 


Secke rather good to be, than good to ſe-me, 
Sceke ſo to liue ag thau doeſt Here pꝛofeſſe, 
So ſhall both God and man the bes eſteeme, 
So ſhalt thou perfite Thuſtian life cxpꝛeſſe. 
What goon doth it when men thee godiy deeme, 
And thou thy ſcife art full of witcke dn re, 
Although thou mayſt diſſembte foꝛ a while, 
yet canit thou not no long time God beguile. 


His eie doth ſtill diſcerne thy inward thought, 
Thy lecret dealings well he doth beholde, 
And al! thy deedes in huckermucker w2ought, 
At length beforc the woꝛld he ſhail vnfolde, 
To what a miſerie ſhalt thou then be brought, 
When all thy fauits ſhall openly he tolze, 
when all thy filthte vices there ſhall ſmoke, 
That here were hidden under godly cloke ? 


Chziſt hath vs taught foꝛ to abhozre this crime, 
when as he curſed the Scribes and Phat iſics, 
Who ſeemde the godlieſt huers at that time, 8 
All garniſhed outward with Yppocriſics, 

As though they daily ſtaffe by Vat did clime, 

By godly life vnto the hautic ſkies, a 

Whereas their harts were full of helliſh ſpꝛites, 


by 


And they themlciues moſt curſe ppoctites. 
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Theſhip of ſafegard. 


O what a number at this pꝛeſent day 
Doe ſwarme in 5 11 88 oa place, 
That God be thanked, od be pzatſe can ſay, 
with geſture mylde and t 2 p grace, 

who crouching low befoze men faſt can pꝛav, 
As if that God himſeife ſhould and in place, 
And pet foz all this ſhow fox allthis goodly geare, 
Diſceitfull knaues at length they doe appeare. 


Begulling men that put in them their truſt, 

O ppꝛe ſſing pooꝛe men by ſtraunge and tundzie Wwayes 

Without all conſcience, in Woꝛd noꝛ deede found iuſt, 

yet would they ſetme as though they God did pꝛapſe, 
n ſeruing him accoz ding to his tuft, 

where as in deede thele curſed C aſtawayes, 

Doe neuer Woꝛſhip any God in minde, 

But alwapes ferue their owne affections blinde. 


O ſinfull beaſts what meane you thus to deale, 
Thus couertip befoze the face of God, 
Be well aſſured port can not long conccale, 
Be well aſſurcd yon can not ſcape his rod, 

your w2ctched derdes in time he ſhall rencale, 

your ſinfull life ſhall once be blaſde abzede, 
your maſking garments that pou ſo long haue Gone, 
Shall all de rent, and from pour ſhoulders tons. 


your painted vifard ſhall be ptucked away, 
Where with ſo many herepou did dectaue, 
And all pour curious counterket aray, 

you ſhalbe fozced againſt pour Will to lcaue. 


The Purple garments doherein you iong did playe, 


By which pour honaur here you did receaue, 


Ind 


all off be plucked. and all things elſe beſide, 
nd then the bare arſed Ape 3 plaine be ſpide. 


Sapie 
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The ſpꝛing and yead of all fclicitie. 
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The ſhip of ſafegard. 
—.— not neare this we tched curled place, 
Chat ſcekeſt the happie hauen foz to linde, 

Crie out to God and call foz better grace, 
Commit thy ſayles vnto a better winde, 
Eſchew the looks of falſe diſſembling face, 
Uſe vertue alwapes with vnfained minde, 
So ſhalt thou ſooner finde the pozt of bliſſe, 
That curſed Hppocritcs aſſuredip ſhall miſſe. 


Now veer thy ſheates, hale vp thy Mainſaple hie, 
Aduauncethy tops, hang out thy flags abzoade, 
The greateſt daunger halt thou trauailde bp, 


And neare thou art vnto the happie roade, 


The other perils that in the way doe lie. 

_ well be paſſed, and well be oucttrode, 
oʒ none do periſh heare in any place, 

But ſuch as are both voide of wit and grace. 


Caſt feare away, and take a luſtie hart, 
Reuiue thy ſpiriteg with gladneſſe and with top, 
Cheare vp thy minde, and comloꝛt euerie part, 
Remoue ech griete that may thy ſenſe anop, 

Foz neare vnto the hauen now thou art. 

Where pleaſure dwelles and euerlaſlſ ing top, 
Whereas thou ſhalt the almightie kather ſee, 


Although theſe daungers that hereabout doe lie, 
Doe neuer hurt the godly carefull minde, 

yet foꝛ their ſateties that here ſhall trauaile bie, 
FJ bziefly will declare their names and kinde, 
That ſooner lo they may ſuch milchifcfes lie, 
Netrunning raſhly on ther. miſch:efes blinde, 
But keeping ſtill the ſafe aſſured ſeas, 


They ſooner may finde out the pozt of eale, 


The 
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* Theſbip of ſafegard. 


The firſt and woꝛſt of cheſe ſame daungers great, 
Is blaſphemie, a fonle and filthie crime | 
Which barketh ſtill againſt the heauenip eat, 
Ind moſt ofkends the maieſtie deatne, 

With fe:refull othes ſwoꝛne out in furie great, 
Of Repꝛobates the moſt aſfurtd ſigne, 

The damned ſpꝛites continually doe ſweare; 
Without relpect of anp godly feare. 


Next this hath carliſh crueltie the place, 

A miſchiefe that doth helliſh mindes aſſaple, 

With lothlome looke and foule and deadly face, 
Whereon a number great of ſhips doe quaple, 
That wanting gentie windes and vopde of grace, 
To ncare this dzradfull daunger haſtily ſaple, 
whereas they letſe themſelues in wꝛetched plight, 
And neuer finde the bliſfull hauen bzight. 


Then hatred ſhowes his hur ttull head aloft, 
A hatctuil harme, and hurtfuil vnto many, 
Which ouerthzooeth the ſuttle lapler oft. 
And dꝛowneth deepe the ſpitefull companie, 

Who while they deeme the bed of malice ſoft, 

Doe reſt themſelues vpon this miſerie, 

Bꝛought here a ſleepe With fonde malitious minds, 
Thep neuer ſeeke the hauen faire to finde. 


Here Murder all embzued with blond doth ſtand, 
That giues vnto the eye a fearefuil ſight, 

On top whereot wih ſhaking ſwoꝛd in hand, 

Is Furie placed, a foule defozmed fpzite, 

Who ſuffers none to attame the happie land, 
Chat once vpon this miſchiefe happes to light, 


Firl} found this piacs and hither 72 his traine. 


The Fiend himſeite that guides the damned raigne, 
Mere 


The ſhip of ſafegard. 


Herebp ſtands theft a foule and fooliſh vll, 

That doth allure the grecdte graceleſſe minde, 
Traynde vp from pouth in witiclle w2etched Will, 
And robberie, ſiſter to this vice by kinde, 

ap here be ſeene about hir ſwarming ill, 

Theſc luſtie blouds that here will ſoner finde 

A pound, than loſe a pente willinglpe, 

Who riding here at oken ancour lye. 


Not karre from thence ſtands ſinfull ſozcerie, 

A miſchiefe feund ed by the deni firſt, 

With charmes enchantments and aſtrologie, 

The pꝛactiſers whcreof are all accurſt, 

And iopnd with this, ſtands infidelitie 

C ogither linked ag of ail other woꝛſt, 

The one thinkes allt hings by the ſtarres are donne, 
The other that all at randon here doth ronne. 


To this apace our learned maiſters hie, 

That teach vs what ſhall happen peare by peare, 
And what ſoze plagues are thzcatned from the ſhie, 
Xs famine, warres and other pituous geare, 

Great learned Clarks and ſuch as ſclbome lie, 

As by their wozthp doings doth appeare, 

Who faine Would be eſtermed cunning men, 

While as they ſteale the fruits of others pen. 


Now laſt of ali two daungers great appcare, 


Wetweene the which thou canſt not chooſe but run, 


Tdereſoꝛe thou muſt looke circumſpectip here, 
As cther ſapi:rs heretofeze haue done, 

Saple iuſt bætweene them both, ſay le not to neare 
To any of thein, foz ſtrong the tide doth run, 

And often dꝛiues the herdleſſe Earkes thereon, 
That in the middle lafely might haue gon. | 
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The ſhip of ſafegard. 


The one of them With tofty looke doth riſe, . 
And ſeemes to touch the place where ſaints doe dwen, 
Au biacke the other lies befoꝛe the cies, | , 
The platefozme plaine and Image right of hell, 
There ſhale thou heare continuall ſhztkes and cries 
t damned ſoules that piteouſly doe pell, | 
And lothſome ſhowes and ſhapes doth cke appeare, | 
Df curſed ſpzites that houer here and there. 
——7— bath the one of theſe to name, 
hat makes men like their doings here to well, 
The other Deſperation full of blame, 
That thzowes men headlong to the pit of hell, 
To milchiefes great that mans deſtruction frame, 
And makes men low with damned ſpzites to dwell, 


Theſe are thcharts that inthele ſeas doe lie, [ 
Regarde them well and warelp from thein flie. % 


Bemainecth nothing las thee nowe bebinde, 10 
But gracioug markes that leade the ſayler right, ö 
That comfozts much the godiy vertuous minde, 
Ind teacheth them to finde the poꝛt of light, 10 
Paſle thou by theſe, ſo ſhalt thou ſurely finde, wry 


25 chiefeſt ſuccour foꝛ the werie ſpꝛite, mM 
0 
5 


2 who ſo runnes by theſe ſhall neuer miſſe, 1 
e hauen faire of euerlaſting bliſſe. ial 


The fozmoſt of theſe ſure and happie guides, 

Js earneſt Prayer that giues a goodly ſhow, 

And keepeth ſafe the Barke from troubious tideg, 
That moued with helitſh tides contrarie flow, 

In ſafetie here the wandꝛing veſſell rides, 

What ſoeuer hap;what winde ſoener blow, 

©} Though denill, and fleſh sgatutt it ſtriue, 
Tet vnder laple it ſafely hers may ** 
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A thouſand tongues from mindes that well doe mcane, 


And ſecke to ſaple accozding to his will, 


That mercie ſhould be ſhewed againe to them. 


The hip of ſafegard. 


A thouſand happy hands may here be ſcene, 
Heloe vp with hart vnfepned vnto theſkies, 
waſhed in the waters of repentance cleane, 
And purged pare with teares of weeping eies . 


yeelde vp to God their feruent ſuites and cries, 
At moꝛning. noone and night continuallpe, 
Here ſhalt thou fee them on their faces le. 


The next is Peace, a quiet happie place, 

Wyere as no ſtrife noz rancoz can be found, 

Beſt rhou thy Barke within this roade of grace, 
And trauaile foz to touch vpon this ground, 
They alwapes come to good that run this race, 
Thou needeſt not here foz feare ofdaunger ſound, 
Foz thoſe that here mott pcacesblp remapne, 
Daye daily traffique with the heauenly raigne. 


Herebp doth Lone another beantie ſtand, 
That bꝛings thee ſtreight vnto the rode of reſt, 
And poynteth out directly with hir hand, 

The pcrfite wap by Which thou maylt be bleſt, 
No harmkull Boate map euer here take land, 
But only thoſe that pleaſe the almightie beſt, 


This Loue doth all the heſtes of God fulfill. 


That leadeth ſtreight vnto the bliſſtull pozt, 
And is poſſeſſed of the heanenly traine, 
And moſt frequented of the vertuoug ſazt, 

Who doe not thinke the woꝛds were ſpoken in vad, 
wherewith our Sauionr did the Jewes exhozt, | 
Aſſuring mercie ſhewde to men, 


Next Mercie ſtands, a goodly marke and plaine, \ 


oſe th 


Hot 


FT Which euermoze aſſuredly hath beene 


T he ſhip of ſafegard. 


Not farro from hence map Pacience plaine be ſcene, 
The Bulwarke ſtrong againſt all iniurie, 


The ſouertigne Ladie and moſt victoztous Mueens, X 


In trouble, toples and wozldip miſerie, 


Tue Buttreſle chiefe of Chiſtianitie, 
By Which the ſoules of vertuous men haue ſaylde, 


Chat neuer pet in ltozme oz tempeft quapide. 


Here liuely Faith map well diſcerned dee, 
Thc chaneil ſate that leades to hcauenly bliſſe, 
whereby the Fathers olde attainde to ſee, 
The hauen faire and pozt of pcrfite bliſſe, 
This made the Martyꝛs flame in ſuch degree, 
That life they weyed not in reſpect of this, 
Wy which they knew aſſuredip to finde, 

The bliſſtull place concepued in their minde. 


Theſe are the markes whereto thou mult take heede, 
By thele thou mapeſt thy ſeike in voyage guide, 
If that thou ſeekeſt lackily to ſpeede, 

To paſſe the flattes and ſcape the raging tide, 
Upon this courſe haue Mariners agreed, 
That time ſince theſe ſcag haue fully tride, 
No other way they here haue left behinde, 
whereby we may the happie hauen finde. 


Maple therfoze as the per ite courſe doth lic, 
And run the race that is to thee aſſignde, 
Foz who ſo runneth otherwile awzie. 
The hauen faire of bliſſe ſhall neuer finde, 
zut dzowude in ſeas foz euermoze ſhall die, 
th toʒments great and deatb of dzcadfaull kinde, 


joyes be bꝛought. 


where they that kepe the courſe that Thziſt hath tought 
Shall vnto cueriatiing 


E.liy. Here | 
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Mere would TJ plapne ſrt out befoze thine cies, - + 
Khis happie place, wherein thy Parke ſhall reſt, - 
what ſhow it hath, and in what ſoꝛt it lies, 

But that it can by no man be expꝛeſt, 

That place of top aboue the ſtarrie ſkies, 


N | | Appointed only fot the godiy and bleſt, 
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y any wit can not be thꝛowly ſcand, 
Nc can be blaſde by any moꝛtall hand, 


Che topes are ſuch as cannot here be tolde, 


No pen can paint, noz tongue can tell the kinds, 


The goꝛgeous light that ſaints ſhall here beholds, 
- Surmoints the reach of any earthlp minde, 


And paſſeth ape a hundzeth thouſand folde, 
The ſweeteſt pleaſures that in thys wozid we finds, 
Ao eye hath ſeene, no geare hath euer hards, 

he iopes that are foz godly men pzeparde. 


I. 7 Applie thy minde to ſeeke this happy place, 


ut all thy ſtrength and all thy foꝛte thereto, 
Cali vnto God continuallp fox grace, 


As Chziſt hath taught, ſeeke alwapes foz to dos, 


Set alwapes him and his befoze thy face, 
So ſhalt thou come the bleſſed hauen to, 


Do thou thy ſelfe with eyes ſhalt plainly ſec, 
What iop, what pleaſures thcrepzeparde bee. 


TA 


The 


The death of S.Polycarpus 
Biſhop of Smyrna , and 


diſciple to ſaint Iohn. 
Euſeb. lib. 4. 


Hen fierce Tlecto moned the mindes 
N. of graceleſſe wicked men, 
To perſecute the ſacred Church 
of Chꝛiſt beginning then, 
And all the furies bzeaking tooſe 
from hell with cancred ſpite, 
Did becke by all the meanes they could, 
to quench that heauenly light, 
The pooꝛe afflicted Chaiſtian flocke 
was ſpopled on cuerie ſide, 
And enerie wolnilh tongue and tooth, 
tn bloud of ſaints was dide. 
Ech vertuous man tozmented was, 
and godly men were ſlaine, 
And hanocke made of halp harts, 
with hatred and dildaine, 
The wozthie father Polycarp, 
a man of auncicnt peares, N 
With aged countnance beautified, __ 
and deckt with ſiluer Heares, | 
yas ſought foz now and followed faſt bl 
with foote of craell foe; 11 
No place ot ſafegard left fog him, p! 
noz path of peace to goe, 5 
In euerie place was watch and warde, | | 
and ſpials ont were ſent, | 
By bloudie ſuite to o 
2But he not mencb with allthis 
ut he not moue rage, 
In qutet doth remaine, 


Iccoun- 


i: !. fo Chziſt his ch 


Of the death 


Yccounting lite and pleaſures toft, 
gaine, 
yet following counlcU of his frendes, 
# vnto a ſecret place, 

- He doth depart,and quietly 

remaining there a ſpace, 

with humble heart doth call to God, 

and pꝛayeth continually, 
Foz chꝛiſtian Church, his friends and ſuch 
as lius in miſerie, 


Foz thus he vſed enermoze 

” . th;oughout all his life to y2ape, 
Continuing with his godly friends, 

in pzaper night and dape. 


T7 Thus thzee dayes hole in pꝛaper paſt, 


j | Fwaking from this fear 


he takes at length his reſt, 
Ind Whilſt vpon his bed he lieg, 
with quiet flcepe poſſeſt, 
Him ſeemeth in his dzeame hee ſees 
the Pillow all on flame, 
That round about encompaſreth 
his head vpon the ſame, 
- Which blaſing round about the bed 
with firie countnance bzight, 
In little time as thought him then, 
tonſumes the Boilter a9 . 
{ dzeame, 


He lifteth vp his hed, 


Deeclareth that this viſion ſtraunge 


ö ok firie flaming bed, 

Dotz plainly ſhow that ſhoztly he 

f muſt loſe his life in fire, 

And leane his aged limmes in flame 
foz Chzilt his chieke deſire, 
pyet once againe at friends requeſt, 
14 fram thence he flies awap, 


/S. Polycarpe_ 


In ſeeking out ſome couert place, 
the ſafer foꝛ to pay, 
yet ceaſeth not the tyꝛants foote 
foʒ to purſue him fill, 
But ranſa king in euerie place, 
the guilt: cſſg bloyd to ſpill, 
Findes out at length the happichoufe 
wherinthis father good, 
Had entred foꝛ to ſcape the hands 
of Sathans curſed bzood, 
The day was almoſt at an ende 
and ſunne declining faſt, 
Upon the koming Occean feas, 
his eyes began to caſt, 
when as the curſed C atchpolles found 
this ſacred ſecret place, 
They make no moze, but vp they his, 
wich ſwift and haſtie pace. 
A Garret was there placed aloft, 
where as this vertuous man, 
Lay quietiy vpon his bed, 
not fearing —_ than, 
The aged father riſeth vp 
and meetes his enimies, 
with countance comip ts beholds, 
in ſwtete and pleaſant guiſe 
Whereat the meſſengers — 
doe wonder verie much, 
T bat ſuch a woꝛthie father olde, 


of grace and goodn 
Should — be — 2 this ſdzt 
by cruell tyzannie 


And well deſcruing long to lius, 

ſhould thus vntimeip die. 

His youth tn verrue alwapes ſpent, 
du age in honoz led, 


Of the death 


Delerued with better quietneſſe, 15 

to reſt his hoꝛie head, 
But he not weping fozce of man, 

noz crueli eninne, 
eEmbacing tokens true of death, 

determineth to dic. 
Such was his lone to Chiſt his Lo2de, 
that thzongh this vale of ſtrife, 
Bp death he rather fotiowecs hun, 
* than him foꝛſakes {22 life. 
No toꝛment of tho ty2ants hand, 
non frare of crueli ſmart, | 

6 Could once amaſe his vertuous minde, 

"4 noꝛ daunt his ſacred hart, 
He willes them ſtraight to lap thz bozde, 
and foz to bzing Him meate, 
And to his foes as to his friends, 
Appotnteth gheſtip ſeate, 
age them but libertie 
to pzap an houres ſpace, wy 
+ {” which once obtainde he falleth downe, 
1 and groueling on his face. 
In ſuch a comip ſozt he pꝛapes, 
. 7» thatall that pzeſent ſtood, 
FZmaſed were, and cuen thoſe 
that ſought to ſhed his blood, 
165 To take him there repented much, 
that thep had trauailde ſo, 


« 
5 
N 


In hunting foꝛ ſo good a man, 
of foꝛce commaunded tho, 
> They ſozied much that they chould take | 
and bꝛzing to cruen decke | 
e Loves, 


Do {weete a ſeruant of 

ſo vertuous and ſo pla 
is p2ayer fully finiſhed then, 
Bis tune was now at hand, 
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Upon an Aſſe thep hoplt him vp, 
and compaſt with theis bande, 
Thep lead him toward the citie ſtreight, 
dpon the Sabboth dap. 
Thus in his iournep trauailing, 
there meetes him on the Wap, 
One Herode that Lieutenant was, 
Nicetas eke with him, 
That father of this Hcrod was, 
and cauſing him come in, 
Unto the chariot where thep fat, 
ſtil! paſſing on ihcir way, 
They him perſwade to caſt off Chzilt, 
and on this ſozt they ſap, 
What hurt oz pertil can it be, 
what pU can thus ariſe, 
In calling of the Emperour God, 
and offring ſacrifice. 
Lo this is all that thou ſhalt doe, 
what matter great is this - 
What fault can herewithall be found, 
what thing is here amiſſe; 
By doing thus thou ſaueſt thy like, 
and all thy friends ſhalt pleaſe, 
And ſpend thy aged peares in reſt, 
and paſſe thy time in eaſe. 
Theſe woꝛds with ſilence firſt he heard, 
— as hep pet 8 baden t 
What needes moze woꝛds than theſe, ſai 
will not doe this deede/, *9 he, 
Ne will J call pour Empꝛour God, 
noz offer facrifice, | | 
In vaine you me diſſwade, mp minde 
is ſettled otyerwiie. 
Otkended with this aanlwere much. 
ther both began to frowne, 
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And deith deſpite from out the Coche 
5 _ thꝛew him headlong downe, 
The fall did hurt him verte ſoze, 
but nothing him diſmay, 
# Foz chearfully ag voyde of hurt, 
he holdeth on his way 
Anto the place wherc he ſhould die, 
2.," beſcton eueris hand, 
with ſwarmes and thong of people rude, 
that gaſing on him ſtand, 
'$. pPhercto as loone as he was come, 
| this vopce from heauen fell, 
Se of good comfozt Polpcarpe 
'7 4-. and keepe thy conſcience well. 
No kinde of thing coulde there be ſcene, 
i pet manp heard the voyce a 
That louing him and fearing God 
did much thereat reiopce, 
The veaitly people ravled at him 
*” when as he came in ſight, 
2 And blaſphemed God, defacing him 
{ * with Woꝛds of great beſpight. 
Thus bꝛought among thele gredie wolues 
the ſimple ſheepe doch ſtand, 
The Judge commaunding ſilence ſtreight, 
+" With lifting vp Lis hand, 
Demaundes ik that be he that Po⸗ 
lpcarpus hath to name, 
| -pvhercto he bololp aunſweres him, 
i F, am the verte ſame, þ ; 
| en of thy ſelfe haue ſome regarde, 
good father olde, ſapth hee, 
* And haue reſpect vnto thy peares 
and to thine owne degree. 
Typ reacrcnt age deſerues good lycks 
Ldaſt not thy ſeife away, 
1 


31 
f 


of $.Pohcarpe- 


But woꝛſchip thou the Emperour 
and wiſh him well alwap, 

And crie away With all ſuch beaſts 
as doe no God regarde, 

Then turning to the people freight, 
and willing to be harde, 

Olde Polycarpe with frowning looke 
and hand held vp to ſkies, 

Cries out amaine away with ſuch 
ag God doe here deſpiſe, 

The Ruler ſpeaking ſtill and ſaping, 
tone Ceſar with tp hart, 

And blaſpheme Chziſt, then ſhalt thou at 
thy pleaſure hence depart. | 

J haue, ſapth Polpcarpus, ſerued 
Chꝛiſt fourelcoze peares and moe, 

And vnto mee in all this ſpace, 

Should J chen hun vlaſphemethathath 

ould then him blatpheme that ha 

bene all this while my frende, 

whoſe bleſſed apde from cuericharme, 

did alwapcs ine defend, 

tan not ſeruc him in ſuch ſoze, 
that hath ſo friendip delt 

with me th2ough all my life, by whom 
haue ſuch goodneſſe felt, 

I am a Chziſtian J confeſſe, 
a Chziſtian will J die, 

Come paine oz iop, come death 03 life, 
will it not denie, 

And ik thou ſeekeſt the happie ſtate, 
of Chꝛiſtians foz to know, 

Thcir whole belicke, and vertnous lect, 
F plainly will thee ſhow, 

whenſoeuer thou ſhalt appoint the time. 
Nay ſayth the Judge,declars 


| Bekoze |. 


* Thou thꝛeatneſt me Cquoth he againt) 
with feeble fire and vaine, 


6, « 
. 
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Befoꝛe the people pꝛeſent here, 
in all things how they fare, 

Quoth he, I haus thee anſwerde full, 
in ſcriptures are we tought. 

To giue pou Bulers Honoz ſuch, 

as vnto pou we ought, | 

we wozſhip Pꝛinces euermoze, 

as Gods Lieutenants here, 

Ind them obep, ſo that they bid 

not things repugnant cleare 


Againſt the lawes of God himſelfe, 


but foꝛ to come taccount, 


 Beſoze theſe raging people rude, 


whoſe madneſſe doth furmount, 
Their ſenſeieſſi wits,it is no part 
of mine Jon aſſure, 
Noz neuet will Þ dee it whfilt 
my life doth hcre endure, 


Wild beaſts here haue J quoth the Shzife, 


whereto thou ſhalt be caſt, 
hen let them loſe ſapthHe, mp wozds 
ſhall ſtand as they haue palt, 
I can not chaunge from good to eupll, 
moze meete this ſinfull bzood, 
Should leaue their lewde and beaftly life, 
and chaunge from cull to good. 
well quoth the Shꝛite offended much 
and boxling all in tre, 
Though thou regardſt not foꝛce of beaſts, 
thou ſhalt be burnt with fire, 
Thy aged bones and weriſh lunmes, 
conlumde to coales ſhall bee, 
And like (the fruite of thy contempt) 
ſhall paſſe in flame from thee. 


. 


which 
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which as it quickly kindleth here, 
ſo quickly dies againe, 3 
Not knowing of the dzeadfull flames 
that burne continnallp, 
Pꝛepared foz the wicked ſozt, 
that here in ſinne doe die. 
But wherefoze ſeemeſt thou thus to ſtap r 
put beaſts oꝛ fire to me, 
With tozments J noz fearefull ſights 
can neuer moued be. 
Theſe woꝛds and other like to theſe 
him Polpcarpus tolde, 
With iopfull look e. The Shzife amaſed, 
to heare his aunſweres bolde, 
A Baily to the people ſent, 
and willes him to pꝛoclaime 
That Polpcarpe had thzice confeſt 
himlelfe a Chziſtian plaine. 
Which when the multitude had heard 
of Jewes and Gentiles vaine, 
That pꝛeſent were with kurie great, 
thus crie they out amaine, 
Lo this is he that doth ſeduce 
all Aſia round about, 
The father and the chiefeſt guide. 
of all the Chꝛiſtian rout, 
The great defacer of our Gods, * 
who teacheth not to mae 
Noz offer ſacrifice, but Godg 
and goodneſſe to fozſake. 
This ſapd, they crie foz fire ſtreight, 
and here and there they run, 
And ech man buſieth much himſclfe, 
to ſee the laughter done, 
Ind wood from eueris place they bꝛing, 
and reedes in oz der lape, * 
ö Ye 
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And pile bp fagots faſt thereon, 
n ' With all the haſt they map, 
And thus the ſtake is ſtreight pzcparde, 
the kather bzought thereto, 
With willtng minde and iopfull hart, 


his arments doth vndo, 
And ſtripes hunſelfe into his ſhirt, 
. whiie as the ſanders by, 
Doe dziue in ſtaples tothe ſtake, 
17 the ſafer him to tie. 
CTheſe chaines, qusth he, are needleſſe dere 
4 Ffo2 he that me ootb make 
To abe the fire, ſhall giue me grace 
| to ſtand vntide at ſtake, 


wherewith they tet the chaines atvne, 
Ly and tic him enderly. 
with little Hompen cozdes that were 
p2cyared {pecdily. 
Thus nike a Ram azawne from the flocks 
4 fot ſacrifice he ſtandg, 
Ind to the heauens caſting vp 
j his eyes and holy hands, 
Ttheſe woꝛdg with feruent mind he ſpake, 
6 D Hod of power dcam?, 
”” #That Father art of Jeſus Thailk, 
\\.* by which deare ſonne of thine, 
43” Ofthee the knowledge we attaine 
thou Lo8zdof AJungels all, 
Of powers and ſtrengths & enerp wight, 
that vnto thee doe call, 
Che only God of righteous men, 
to thee great thanks J giue 
That thus thou haſt permitted me, 
' vntill this day to liue, | 
| whereby of Chziſt thy only forme, 
A ſhall a witneſle ven 


. 
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with whom J truſt,and thozow him, 
thy bleſſed face to ſee, 

The thickeſt comfozt of mp ſoule, 
and !onging of my ſpzite, 

Wherein eche pooze afflicted hart, 
doth ſet his whole deltght, 

A pleaſing ſacrifice J truſt, 
I ſhalte vato thee, 

That doth reſpect thelouing hart 
and minde of eche degree, 

My ſoule thꝛough flames to thee J peelde 
that art my onlp light, 

V ecciue it Loʒd and graumt it reſt, 
befoze thy ſacred ſpite; 

Euen as thou haſt appointed, and 
determind long ago, © 

Ech thing thou halt perfozmed here, 
and all things oꝛdꝛed ſo, 

O God thou righteous art and iuſt, 
deceite is none with thee, 

Therckoze J render thankes and pꝛapſe, 
vnto thy maieſtie, © 


. Though Jeſus Chid the eternall God, 


thy deare and only ſonne, 
Whoſe pꝛeſence here to iudge the world, 
truſt ſhall ſhoztlp come. 
To whom with thee and the holy ſpzite, 
be pʒzapſe bath now and then, 
And laude and glozppcelded vp, 
ko enermoze. Amen. | 
No ſooncr had he done but that 
Thele wꝛetches vopde of grace, 
Thꝛuſt fire in on euexie ſide, 
and kindling it apace, 
The flame a lott beginnes to mount. 
and thzcates the hawtie ſkies, 
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With crooked compaſſe to encloſe, 
the martyz ſtanding there, 

dwhoſe bodie ſcemed to giue the ſhowe 

1 [ of golde in foznace clears, 


From whence beſide there round about 
 aplcaſant odoz paſt. ' 
As ifſome Baume oz Frankincenſe, 
had bene in fire caſt, 
| The ſinfull ſozt percepuing thus, 
the body to remaine 
| VUntoucht of fire, and that their tople 
and trauaile was in vaine, 
74  Doeftraight commaund the /hangman with 
4 Hig ſwozd to thiuſt him in, 
7 - Wherwith the bloud with purple ſtreams 
apace begins to ſpin, 
Ind guſheth out ſo faſt abzode, 
that euen the raging flame 
In diuers places of the pile 
Tx was quenched with the ſame, 
The people all amaſed, depart, 
the cozſe neglected lies, 


The foule reiopcing at this day, 
vnto the heauen flies. 


4 Prieſt of Apollo ſtraunge⸗ 
l ly connerted. Euſeb.lib.4.. 


1 Pon the Alpes thoſe ſtately mountaines hie, 
Sometime there ſtode a gozgeous temple fatre, 
1 Whercto the people vſed commonly _ 


| To hear the doome of 8 100g to repaire, 


mY 


Where⸗ 
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wherein there liued a P ieſt of paſſing fame, 
who vſed to keepe the altars trim and fins, 
And well could caſt the ſacrifice in flame, 
And oꝛder all things in their courſe and tune, 
It chaunced that here paſſed by this wap, 
One Gregoꝛzie, a chziltian Bilhop olde, 

who entred in whereas this perſon lap, 

And lodged there all night to ſcape the colde, 
Good entertainment gaue the Pꝛieſt him tho, 
And vſed him well accozding to his guiſe, 
And tolde him all in ozder ſo and ſo, 


what numbers great did ſeeke him day by dap, 
And what great ſtoze of people round about, 
Were latiſfied when as thep came that way, 
And anſwerde full to euerie kinde of dout, 

The next day when the ſunne doth gine his light, 
The gheſt departs and biddes his Yoſt adew. 
And thanks him foz his lodging that ſame night, 
And pzapſe good lucke of their acquaintance new, 
Unto the Church the Pꝛieſt in haſte dotb hie, 
And offers vp his coſtly ſacrifice 


He downeward falles and on his face doth lie. 


And pꝛayeth to his God in humble wile, 

Ans cotnſell aſks of diuers weightie things, 
What beſt foz to be done in this oz that. 

whilſt of his pꝛayers thus the temple rings, 
This golden God that on ths altar ſat 

He ſpake a wozde,noz gaue him any ſigne, 

Df pꝛapers heard as he befoze Had done, 

His tongue was tide he could not now deaine, 
What happened had oz what thing was to come, 


with countnance ſad the Pꝛieſt doth home depart 
And muſeth at this ſtraunge and ſodeine chamnce.” 


Laments the caſe with mourningheauy hart 
And fares as onebelidehimlelfe in — 5 * 


How Phebus there was ſerued and in what wiſe, 


eApollos Prieft con uertell. 
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And when the night with ſhadow darke was come, | 
And time fo2 euerie man to goe to reſt. 


1 While on his bed he doth begin to ſlome, 


So entertaynſt, hath me thus louie diſgraced,” 


Lo ſtrcight appcares his God all rudclp dꝛeſt, 
With ernfuilleokc and thug to him he ſpake, 


what meanſt thou thus to vexe thy troubied ſpzite, - | 


Foz plcaſing me whoſe fozce is now fo weake, 
That fcarfly can J holds my ſelte vpiiggt, 
That wꝛetched gheſt whom thou this other night 


Hath ſtayed my tong, and wꝛought me this deſpite, 
Vp Whoin foz euer am 3 cleane defaced, 
Non in my temple can J lenger ſer, 


| a | Noꝛ aunſwerethee as J haue done bekoze 


Except of him thou litence foz me cet, 
Thou knoweſt mp ſtape, toʒment thy felte no moze, 
The Pꝛieſt awakes, and ſoone he leaues his bed, 
And followes faſt his late departed gheſt, 
Treades out the path which he bekoze did tred, 


4 And pauleth not, noz doth entend to reſt, 


Till he him find, whom ſoone he onertakes, 

And humbly doth him of his helperequire, _ 

And true repoꝛt of euerie thing he makes, 

What volefull chaunce Hath happened in his quire, 

And what michap vnto his God befell, _ 

Im) how his gaines {ne youre from him therebp 

With ruthfull lsoke a ddoth he tell, 

Beſeecheth him to helpe hun ſpeedilp, 

And to reſtoze ts him his God againe, 

which other wile would be his great decay, 

It that he ſhould with ſilence thus remaine, 

He willes hun to remember that ſame dap, 

wherein he werie to his houle did come, 

Dow that ech friendſhip then that in him lay, 
t ſhewed him there, and how ech thing was done. 
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eApollos Prieſt conuerted. 


The gentie ghet his Hoſt doth not foꝛzget | 
But koꝛ to ſhew him frendlhip lit againe, | 
Unto the paper ſtraight his hand doth ſet * 

And thus he w2ites in letters faire and plaine, 

Unto Apolio Gregozius greeting ſendes, 

N giue thee ſeaue, doe as thou didſt befoze. 

with this he makes his Moaſt a full amends, 

Who thanketh him with all his hart therefoze, 

And home he comes as faſt as he map ing, 

And of his Church the dooze he opens wide, 

And vnto Phebus doth the letter bing, 

Upon the Altar lapes it him belide, 

The I doll ſtreight beginnes againe to pꝛate, 

And anſwere giues as he was wont to doe, 

And pꝛophecies of his and his eſtate, 

Df ſubvtile oracles diſcloſing one oz two, 

The Pꝛieſt be ginnes to alter his intent, 

Ind to himleife he mutters in his minde. 

That this ſtraunge power is only to him lent, 

And grauntcd by ſome foꝛce of hier kinde, 

He deemes his Gods authozntie but ſmail, 

That thus is ruled by a moxtall W:ght, 

Non lenger meanes he vnto him be thzall, 

That is obedient to another ſpzite, 

He takes his letter and hies him thence apace, | 
And biddcs both Church and God adew foz ape, | 
Comes ſtreight to Gregozie, and telleth him the caſe, 

And pꝛapes him fo2 to ſhew him plainethe wap, 

By true religion to wozſhip God on hie, 

And doth repent his fozmer wzetched trade, 

And all his life ſpent in pdolatrie, 
Whercin he liſt not lenger foz to wade, | 
— — falling flat on ground befoze his feete, RP 4 
The other gently d 9 * 
Chzilts 


And ſhowes the effect comaundineat 
Ind willes him —— £0 cleans, —- 


- 
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* 
* 
bi who after that he had a while 
The Chꝛziſtian law, ond ſweet — taught, 

| ooke ſuch delight therein that all the reſt 
& | Dffancieg vaine hcicft and let at naught, 

* 5 pong br Chzic,and ſerucd him faithfully, 

nd in ſuch ſoꝛzt that when this Gregozie dibe, 


As Paſtoꝛ chicks his roome he did ſupply, 
YM; And happily his happie flocke did guide. 
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